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Rancho Mirage, CA 92270 


WE ARE EXCITED TO MEET YOU! It is our company mission to provide customers with nutritional 
assistance that can really have a lasting impact on their quality of life. We look forward to meeting 
and serving you! 


AFFORDABLE 
Clark’s goes to great lengths to make sure your family has what they need at an affordable price. 
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Come by any time and we will be glad to give you a personal tour and answer any of your questions. 
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Serving the Chicagoland area for over 90 years 


744 EAST 113TH ST. e CHICAGO, IL 60628 e (773) 785-3055 
WWW.RAFFINCONSTRUCTION.COM 


MOLDING THE AMERICAN DREAM 


Since 1973, Confer Plastics has proudly 
manufactured in the USA. More than 150 people 
work at our factory near Niagara Falls, New York 
where they operate some of the largest blow 
molding machines in the world, making a wide 
variety of Confer-branded and custom plastic 
products. 


CUSTOM BLOW MOLDING 


Confer Plastics has helped countless inventors 
and entrepreneurs achieve their American Dream by 
allowing them to transform their ideas into reality. 
To learn more about what we can do for your 
business, visit our website at ConferPlastics.com 
and check out the capabilities and sample gallery 


pages. 


CONFER PRODUCTS 

We make a wide array of consumer products 
with an emphasis on outdoor leisure and backyard 
living. Your purchase of Confer-branded goods 
has a huge impact on the US economy: All of 
these items are made in our factory in New York 
State using raw materials, components, cartons, 
and more that are also made in the USA. 


> Confer Plastics Headquarters 
97 Witmer Road 
North Tonawanda, NY 
14120-2421 


Tel: 1-800-635-3213 E-mail: plast 
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Patio Furniture 

Our Leisure Accents patio furniture is easy 
to assemble and maintain and it is made to 
withstand the test of time. Our tables, chairs, 
and benches are available in a variety of 
color mixes and styles to accommodate your 
needs and match the setting. You can buy 
these popular sets from our online store 
LeisureAccents.com 


Snow Sleds 

You may have grown up with this sled we now call 
the Retro Racer. it created many memories for Baby 
Boomers and Generation X. We made many of 
these toboggans in the 1970s until that customer 
went out of business in 1979. Through the years, 
we received many inquiries about the sled, so we 
brought it back to life in 2023 as part of our 50th 
anniversary celebration. Now, like a time machine, 
memories like those you have can be made again 
with your kids and grandkids. Shop our website 
TheRetroRacer.com 


The Flexible Funnel 

In the 1970s, Doug Confer invented the 
ubiquitous flexible funnel, found in garages, 
barns, and auto shops all around the world. 
We had no choice but to cease production 
in 1989 once the patent expired because the 
market was flooded by cheap imports. We 
kept the mold all these years and recently 
got back into the funnel business thanks to 
consumer direct sales giving us the ability to 
compete against foreign competition. You 
can buy our funnel - the original and the 
best! — online at ConferFunnels.com 


We are well known in the pool and spa industry 
for offering a complete line of steps, ladders, 
and other entry systems for getting in and out 
of swimming pools and hot tubs. We are the 
industry leader, the go-to brand, for innovations 
in design, quality, attractiveness, and safety. 

You can find these products at your local pool 
& spa dealer or online ata variety of e-retailers. 
Information about the various models can be 
found at ConferPlastics.com 
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WORLD 
WEF24: Ramping Up Global Control 


by Steve Bonta — This year’s annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos claimed to be about “Rebuilding Trust.” 
It was really about strengthening the globalists’ control over 
humanity. 


Dissing Davos Elites 
Argentina’s new libertarian president, Javier Milei, gave an eloquent 
speech in defense of liberty and free markets before the globalists at 
the World Economic Forum. 


WORLD 
American Journalist Dies of 


Pneumonia in Ukrainian Prison 

by R. Cort Kirkwood — Ukraine murdered American commentator 
Gonzalo Lira by medical neglect. But by giving Ukraine almost $100 
billion in U.S. aid, we’re supposed to be supporting “democracy.” 


FAITH, FAMILY, FREEDOM 


The March for Life Marches On 
by Rebecca Terrell 


HISTORY — PAST AND PERSPECTIVE 

Misquoting People, Changing History 

by Steve Byas — Prominent people are often misquoted in an 
attempt to discredit them. Sometimes, such misquotes have led to a 
false understanding of history. 


THE REVIEW 


¢ Unwoke: How to Defeat Cultural Marxism in America by Ted 
Cruz 

¢ Knowing What We Know: The Transmission of Knowledge From 
Ancient Wisdom to Modern Magic by Simon Winchester 
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Quality Products 


Quality starts at the beginning. 
From the selection of materials, 
through the painting process, 
and on through manufacturing, 
producing the highest quality 
part is our first priority. 


Industry Leaders 


Since 1972, we've been 
providing innovative solutions 
to the seamless gutter industry 
through expanded product lines, 
quality control, and the most 
State-of-the-Art equipment. 


Superior Service 


We are fully committed 

to fulfilling the needs of 
seamless gutter contractors 
every day with reliable parts, 
coupled with quick and 
accurate service. 


“\We are called the nation of inventors. And we are. We could still claim that title and wear its 
loftiest honors if we had stopped with the first thing we ever invented, which was human liberty.” 


www.SENOX.com 


— Mark Twain 
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FROM THE EDITOR 


Building Global Control With “Global Shocks” 


Ever since the United Nations was estab- 
lished by the Deep State 80 years ago, the 
globalist elites have been striving to trans- 
form it into a full-fledged world govern- 
ment. One notable early example of this 
is a special study commissioned by the 
U.S. State Department in 1961 on how the 
United Nations could be converted into a 
world government. The resulting “study 
memorandum” was submitted to the State 
Department on March 10, 1962 by its au- 
thor, Dr. Lincoln P. Bloomfield, an asso- 
ciate professor of political science at the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
The title of Bloomfield’s study memoran- 
dum was eye-catching: “A World Effec- 
tively Controlled by the United Nations.” 
It goes without saying that Bloomfield 
was a member of the Council on Foreign 
Relations. 

Here’s a revealing passage from Bloom- 
field’s study: “I have suggested that an al- 
ternative road may bypass the main path of 
history, short circuiting the organic stages 
of consensus, value formation, and the ex- 
periences of common enterprise generally 
believed to underlie political community. 
This relies on a grave crisis or war to bring 
about a sudden transformation in national 
attitudes sufficient for the purpose. Ac- 
cording to this version, the order we exam- 
ine [“A World Effectively Controlled by 
the United Nations’’] may be brought into 
existence as a result of a series of sudden, 
nasty, and traumatic shocks.” 

We’ll get back to these “nasty shocks,” 
but first let’s review what transpired at 
WEF24 regarding the future role of the 
United Nations. As executive senior editor 
Steve Bonta states in his article “WEF24: 
Ramping Up Global Control” on page 10, 
“Since 1971, the annual January confab 
of globalists and radical-left activists has 
served as the agenda-setting venue for 
each year’s slate of globalist events. This 
year was no exception; many of the Davos 
participants laid the rhetorical groundwork 
for major globalist events later in 2024, in- 
cluding September’s Summit of the Future 
in New York.” 

And, no less than UN Secretary-Gen- 
eral Antonio Guterres was on hand in 
Davos to preview this fall’s Summit of 
the Future, saying, “The institutions and 


frameworks of global governance, from 
the Security Council to the Bretton Woods 
system, were created 80 years ago.... In 
September we will host a Summit of the 
Future, focused on solutions. The Sum- 
mit will consider essential reforms to the 
global financial architecture to make it 
responsive to today’s challenges and rep- 
resentative of today’s world.... Reforms 
to the Security Council, and a proposed 
New Agenda for Peace, would help to 
prevent and resolve conflict, rebalance 
geopolitical relations, and give develop- 
ing countries a proportionate voice on the 
global stage.” 

What does this statement by Guterres 
mean for the future of the United Nations? 
The UN website “A Summit of the Future” 
reveals the UN’s position that “Major 
global shocks in recent years — includ- 
ing the COVID-19 pandemic, the Ukraine 
war, and the triple planetary crisis [pollu- 
tion, climate crisis, and biodiversity loss 
and/or ecological crises], among others 
— have challenged our international in- 
stitutions. Unity around our shared prin- 
ciples and common goals is both crucial 
and urgent. The Summit of the Future is 
a once-in-a-generation opportunity to ... 
move towards a reinvigorated multilat- 
eral system.” In short, the UN intends to 
use the Bloomfieldian strategy of utiliz- 
ing “sudden, nasty, and traumatic shocks” 
as opportunities to transform itself into 
a “reinvigorated multilateral system” 
(aka “A World Effectively Controlled by 
the United Nations”). And, the globalist 
elites know full well how to create such 
“shocks” at will. 

Since the UN is portraying its Summit 
of the Future as “a once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to ... move towards a rein- 
vigorated multilateral system,” we can be 
sure that any such changes in the UN will 
be at the cost of our national sovereignty 
and God-given rights — unless we can be 
successful in creating sufficient under- 
standing among Americans to enable the 
success of our Get US Out! of the United 
Nations action project, which has been 
promoted for over 60 years by our parent 
organization, The John Birch Society (see 
JBS.org/un). 

— Larry Greenley 
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ast year, Arizona candidate for U.S. 

Senate Kari Lake claimed that 

someone tried to bribe her to not 
run in 2024. Media questioned the story, 
but this January, the Daily Mail released 
a recording of a March 2023 conversa- 
tion between Lake and Arizona GOP chair 
Jeff DeWit, who has since resigned. In a 
statement issued January 24, he called the 
recording both “selectively edited” and 
“taken out of context,” and said its release 
was a “deceptive tactic” that “undermines 
the integrity of private discussions critical 
for party leadership.” 


So, what’s going on? I mean, assum- 
ing this is our friend? 

DeWit: Ah, this is, this is, this is back East. 
They ... there are very powerful people 
that want to keep you out. 

I know they do. 

DeWit: But they’re willing to put their 
money where their mouth is, in a big way. So this conver- 
sation never happened. 

This is crazy, though. They should want me. I’m a 
great candidate. People love me. These people are corrupt. 
DeWit: Well, maybe you’re right. 

They are ri-... They are corrupt. 

DeWit: Maybe. This never happened. And don’t go [inau- 
dible]. I'll get myself in trouble. This, if you, if you say no, 
which is fine, it’s your choice. Don’t tell people. 

They’re going to try to have me murdered. [Laugh- 
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ter] 

DeWit: [inaudible] If that stuff that came out last week is 
right about the cartel stuff. [Inaudible] says the cartels are 
operating in all 50 states right now. So... 

So what’s going on? Who is it? What? 

DeWit: Forget the “who.” Il just tell you “what.” Pll just 
say that people are calling around, saying, gosh, no, you 
can’t [inaudible]. If you say no, don’t say, “I got offered 
to buy out.” Don’t even say that, because then we lose our 
ability to get things done in the future. 

Here’s my problem: Rather than just say, “Let’s work 
with her. She’s a great candidate.” Because they don’t own 
me. And it [expletive] me off. 

DeWit: Yeah, it’s not [inaudible] about ownership. 
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It’s about control. 

DeWit: I don’t know if it’s about control. It’s about being 
on the team. I guess that’s it. You know what I mean? 

They want to be on the team. 

DeWit: They want you to be on their team. You know? 

But if they’re pushing a globalist agenda, I can’t do 
that. So what do they want? What do they want me to do? 
DeWit: They want you to stay out for two years. 

[Laughter] 

DeWit: Well, Pll tell you what I can offer you. [inaudible] 
So the ask of me was... The ask I got today from back East 
was [inaudible] “Is there any companies out there or some- 
thing that could just put her on the payroll and give her, to 
keep her out?” And I said, “Well, what do you want to do?” 
“Whatever we need to do.” 

This is about defeating Trump, and I think that’s a 
bad, bad thing for our country. DeSantis is not America 
First. This is about the final death-blow to Trump. And I 
don’t think that’s good for our country. 

DeWit: Look... 

It’s not good for our country, Jeff. 

DeWit: It’s not, but at the same time, I’m not even sure 
Trump can win again. I don’t know that he can win. I think 
that what it really comes down to for a lot of people is 


not really about control or agenda. It’s about the ability to 
raise money to win, you know. If you really want to know 
[inaudible]... even on their end, what makes them the most 


money. 
Lake: All these concessions don’t work. [inaudible] And I 
don’t want to make a deal with these kind of people. This 
is a hill worth dying on. I’m not ... if they’re going to steal 
the election to make me and our movement go away, I’m 
not letting them do that. I owe it to the people of Arizona. 
DeWit: Or... 

Lake: To carry their torch and their voice. 

DeWit: Or, you don’t go away, but you pause. 

Lake: This is — the battle is right now, Jeff. 

DeWit: You pause and refill your coffers. 

Lake: No, the battle is right now. The battle is right now, 
and we don’t have time to pause on this battlefield. 
DeWit: You’re not. You can’t scratch this. [inaudible] 
Lake: Yeah. 

DeWit: You’re not even nominated. [inaudible] It’s a back- 
scratching club. That’s all D.C. is. It’s a big back-scratching 
club. You’re in no position to scratch somebody’s back. And 
you’ve already made it known that if you get there, you’re 
not going to scratch somebody’s back. I’Il scratch people’s 
back. I was, I’ve been on the outs with a lot of people all the 
time. We always scratch backs. Where are we in two years, 
if they steal the election again? 

Lake: Listen to what you’re saying. Why don’t we do some- 
thing about it? So that we the people can pick our... 
DeWit: What can we do? 

Lake: I’m not willing to accept that. And I’m going to be 
the biggest [expletive] pain in these people’s [expletive] and 
go back and tell them that. I’m running, and I’m going to be 
the biggest pain in their [expletive]. 
DeWit: I’m willing to tell them that. 
Lake: And they’re going to have to [exple- 
tive] kill me to stop me. 

DeWit: I know, I know. Look... and I... 
Lake: You don’t have to tell them that, but 
—I don’t think they will, but... 

DeWit: I don’t think that’s the way they 
are. 

Lake: Either they come around, and try to 
work with me, or I’m just gonna... 
DeWit: What would that entail? 

Lake: That would entail not tell... none of 
them telling me, “You’ve got to distance 
yourself from Trump.” No! You distance 
yourself from DeSantis. 

DeWit: He’s [inaudible]. 

Lake: But what I’m saying is, don’t tell 
people that. I’m with Trump, okay? I want 
to work for the betterment of Arizona. And 


I’m not going to let these people back in D.C. tell me not 
to run. 

DeWit: I’m not telling you not to run. 

Lake: I’m not going to pause for two years. The battle is 
now. I’m offended by whoever these people are that they’re 
trying to buy me out. 

DeWit: You should be honored. 

Lake: But they’re... I’m offended that there’s people back 
there just don’t give a [expletive] about our country. 
DeWit: Do you understand, though? You should be honored 
that, that means they know how powerful you are. 

Lake: Well, I can tell them that... 

DeWit: If you weren’t powerful, they wouldn’t want to 
have this conversation. 

Lake: Yeah. 

DeWit: Right? You should... very few people get this. 
Lake: I know. I’m just... I’m [expletive] that they don’t 
care more about our country. It’s all about the mighty dollar 
to them. And that’s offensive. 

DeWit: I don’t know. I honestly don’t know. 

Lake: They want to get Trump so bad. They want him out 
so bad... 

DeWit: It’s not about Trump. This isn’t about Trump. It’s 
about you. [inaudible] It’s not about Trump. Some people 
are in on this... 

Lake: Listen, I can win. Why don’t you go back and tell 
them I can win, and why don’t they get behind me? 
DeWit: I see these things through a different lens. [inau- 
dible] It’s very personal to you. This is you, your name on 
the ballot. And I get that. And it’s a very personal thing. 
Lake: Well, I have a, um, appointment coming up, and I have 
to work on my book. I’m not... I appreciate their concern... 
DeWit: Is... just to say... is there anumber at which at which... 


THE NEW AMERICAN ¢ FEBRUARY 26, 2024 


... [can be bought? 
DeWit: Not “be bought.” 

[Laughter] That’s what it’s about. 
DeWit: Can you take a pause for a couple of 
years? 

No. 

DeWit: Then go right back to what you were 
doing? 

Uh-uh. No. 10 million, 20 million, 30? 

No, no, no. A billion? No. This is not about 
money. This is about our country. I think it’s 
disturbing that they would even — that any- 
body would think this is ... 
DeWit: No, to be fair, even me, even me, I'll 
say this: I want a fresh face right now for the 
reason that I’ve never seen anyone — I can’t 
think of a single person in a federal race, who’s 
lost, ran and then won. I can’t think of it. If you 
can think of it, let me know. 

I am not going to let these people who 
hate our [expletive] country tell me not to run. 
You should call them and tell them to get be- 
hind me. I can win, and they should get behind me. 

DeWit: I will be happy to say those words, but do you think 
my words will carry enough weight? No. 

Okay, well, did you think that you would come in here 
and that I would be bought? [Laughter] 

DeWit: It’s not being bought. 

Yes, it is! 

DeWit: I think... 

It is being bought. They are trying to buy me out of 
running. And it’s actually ... all right, I’m flattered, but I’m 
offended [inaudible] for our country that there are people 
like this who live here. 

DeWit: What I think is this, is that it can give you an incred- 
ible opportunity to have a bigger voice to fight for stuff than 
you currently do. You know what I mean? 

Yeah, I don’t want to deal with people like this. 
These people are un-American, and | think they are un- 
ethical, and I would be absolutely immoral if I did that. 
That’s immoral. I couldn’t look at myself in the mirror if 
I, you know. 

DeWit: It’s just very powerful people that are willing to... 
They really want someone different, want new names, what- 
ever it is. 

So they want Jim Lamon, that’s a new name? 
DeWit: No, actually, that’s not even... that’s a possibility, 
but they even asked me... 

I know, they’ve got all these new names, and I’m 
going to beat each and every one of them. Sorry, Jeff. Take 
it back. Take it back to them. I gotta get workin’. I love ya, 
but I gotta get workin’. 

DeWit: All right, I appreciate it. 
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I mean, I’m just, I can’t believe this. 

DeWit: Hey, but again, be honored. Instead of them just, 
look... instead of just them working to beat you, they’re 
trying to, like... 

They’re... This is about getting Trump out. It’s about 
getting DeSantis in. Getting DeSantis in is getting Trump 
out. 

DeWit: You’re reading too deep into it. 

Well, let’s see what happens. Maybe my case will go 
through. Maybe they’ II do the right thing. 
DeWit: I hope so. 

I do, too. That’s my first goal. That they can’t have 
me in the governor’s office because then we’re going to root 
out some of this corruption. You know what it is? The peo- 
ple don’t get to choose their elected officials unless they’re 
pre-approved by The Swamp. And The Swamp doesn’t pre- 
approve of me. 

DeWit: You need a strong party to help you win. 

I think you should go public with this, and then say, 
“Hey, these people don’t wanna... they don’t...” 

DeWit: No! No, no, no, no, no. Then I’d turn my key and 
my card in. 

[Laughter] Tell them I’m not flattered. I’m offended 
that they... 

DeWit: Don’t tell anybody that we had this conversation. 

I’m offended that they don’t care about our country 
more. 

DeWit: I actually wish that you’d just give me a counter- 
offer that’s big. Give me a counter. 

I can’t be bought! 

DeWit: C’mon! 

I can’t! 
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Composite Midjourney image: depiction of Klaus Schwab 


This year’s annual meeting of the World Economic Forum in Davos claimed to be about 
“Rebuilding Trust.” It was really about strengthening the globalists’ control over humanity. 
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by Steve Bonta 


r “he annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum (WEF) in 
Davos, Switzerland, is over, and 

the new year’s program of globalism is off 
and running. Since 1971, the annual Janu- 
ary confab of globalists and radical-left 
activists has served as the agenda-setting 
venue for each year’s slate of globalist 
events. This year was no exception; many 
of the Davos participants laid the rhetori- 
cal groundwork for major globalist events 
later in 2024, including September’s Sum- 
mit of the Future in New York and De- 
cember’s COP29 in Azerbaijan. But this 
year’s edition of the WEF was tempered 
by the growing awareness among global- 
ist elites that many of their agenda items 
are in serious jeopardy. The theme of this 
year’s event, “Rebuilding Trust,” was a 
transparent sign that Klaus Schwab, the 
WEF’s Central Casting-esque founder and 
leader, senses that the power and influence 
of globalists are very much on the wane, 
even as nationalism and a renewed interest 
in liberty are transforming governments 
and societies from Finland and Italy all 
the way to Argentina. 

Some of that nationalism and newfound 
interest in liberty found its way into the 
Davos proceedings in the persons of Ja- 
vier Milei, Argentina’s new libertarian 
president, and Heritage Foundation Presi- 
dent Kevin Roberts, both of whom sharply 
criticized the globalist elites running the 
WEF show. But in the main, this year’s 
presenters and conferees stayed on script. 
For now, at least, the twin causes of glob- 
alism and radical leftist cultural Marxism 
continue to be the driving ideologies for 
the Davos dons. 

Probably the most striking and widely 
commented-on imagery to emerge from 
this year’s WEF was of a shamanic ritual 
in which a Brazilian shamaness, adorned 
in colorful garb and face paint, proceeded 
to cough on the heads of several visibly 
startled besuited personages. The shaman- 
ess, a chieftess whose name is Putanny 
Yawanawa, hails from the Yaminawa, or 
Yawanawa, tribe of Brazil’s Acre state in 
Amazonia. The Yawanawa, or “people of 
the peccary,” consists of about 2,600 peo- 
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Shaman-ful episode: The Davos crowd brought various shamans and other mystics representing 
indigenous cultures to the conference, including this lady from Brazilian Amazonia, who 
performed in one session a shamanic ritual coughing all over each of the panelists. Such 
sensational performances smack more of exploiting aboriginals in colorful garb than of serious 


proceedings. 


ple living in seven extremely remote vil- 
lages deep in the Amazon rainforest. Very 
few of them are literate or speak either 
Portuguese or Spanish. They are commit- 
ted to maintaining their traditional way of 
life in their tropical rainforest idyll, having 
supposedly rejected modern civilization 
in favor of Rousseauean noble simplicity. 
Nevertheless, the Yawanawa, like some 
other indigenous tribes in Amazonia, are 
happy to make a few escudos by inviting 
foreign tourists to their villages to par- 
ticipate in cultural immersion, the main 
attractant of which is ayahuasca-fueled 
shamanic ritual. 

We should note that the lifestyle of the 
Yawanawa, like that of most indigenous 
peoples, is not one that most of us would 


envy or wish to emulate. Full facial tat- 
toos and frequent use of ayahuasca are 
the order of the day, while the staggering 
biodiversity of the Amazon includes abun- 
dant bullet ants (which pack the world’s 
most painful sting), botflies (whose larvae 
frequently feed on living human flesh), 
electric eels, piranhas, and candiru cat- 
fish. Life in the Amazon under traditional 
norms is brutish and often short, which 
is why the majority of indigenous tribes 
living there have chosen to adopt Western 
ways to varying degrees. 

The same can be said of so-called indig- 
enous peoples worldwide. Whatever the 
primitive virtues of people living in Stone 
Age simplicity in the world’s rainforests, 
deserts, tundras, taigas, and mountains, 


The theme of this year’s event, “Rebuilding Trust,” was a 
transparent sign that Klaus Schwab, the WEF’s Central 
Casting-esque founder and leader, senses that the power 
and influence of globalists are very much on the wane. 
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nearly all of them have chosen to access, 
to varying degrees, the benefits of modern 
civilization with its miraculous and life- 
enhancing medicines, labor-saving inven- 
tions, and ability to travel and communi- 
cate all across the world. Those who wish 
to visit the Yawanawa do so via a four-to- 
six-hour ride by motorboat, for example, 
while tribal members wishing to exert 
influence on the outside world do so by 
flying to events such as the WEF — not, 
we hasten to add, by shamanic soul flight, 
but in modern jet airplanes. 

All of which raises the question of why 
the jet-setters at Davos appear so keen on 
foregrounding at their events so-called 
traditional societies and their ways of life. 
This year featured the launch of a new 
WEF initiative, of which Putanny Yawa- 
nawa was a part: the Indigenous Peoples 
Knowledge and Leadership Network, 
billed as “a community of global indig- 
enous leaders building multistakeholder 
collaboration and public-private coop- 
eration in indigenous movements.” The 
point, seemingly innocuous enough, is 
that indigenous leaders, while constitut- 
ing only a very small percentage of the 
world’s population, enjoy a disproportion- 
ately large stewardship over both land and 
biodiversity, and therefore ought to have a 


voice among the world’s most powerful. 
And while some of us might envy Chief- 
tess Putanny’s opportunity to cough and 
spit all over the likes of IMF managing di- 
rector and WEF regular Kristalina Geor- 
gieva, World Bank president Ajay Banga, 
and billionaire environmentalist André 
Hoffmann, there’s a deeper point to this 
sort of spectacle that cannot be ignored. 

It is this: Globalists and radical left- 
ist elites detest modern Western civiliza- 
tion — professedly for its exploitative, 
neocolonialist ways, but actually for 
its exponential amplification of indi- 
vidual liberties and standards of living. 
In the false ideological context of mod- 
ern Westerners as vile consumers of the 
Earth’s resources, cynical oppressors and 
exploiters of the world’s underdeveloped 
majority, and selfish adherents of out- 
moded ideologies of rugged individual- 
ism and racial superiority, the indigenes 
of the Amazon, the Sahara, and the taiga 
are portrayed as more environmentally 
aware, more compassionate, and more 
benignly collectivist. 

In other words, the suits at Davos and 
other elite globalist venues are happy to 
exploit indigenous peoples for their own 
self-serving ends, chief among them being 
their unconcealed loathing for modern 


Got rice? Traditional rice farming, which feeds roughly half the world’s population, came under 
attack at Davos, with one panelist claiming that rice paddies are the No. 1 source of man-made 
methane production and must be done away with. 
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Western civilization and their determina- 
tion to subvert it by any means possible. 


In Their Own Words 

Extreme though this may sound, these 
globalists’ own words belie their suppos- 
edly compassionate motives. For example, 
Jojo Mehta, a prominent, Oxford-educated 
environmental activist, enjoined panelists 
at a WEF session entitled “Where Nature 
Meets Conflict” to consider seriously the 
designation of “ecocide” — i.e., environ- 
mental destruction — as a new category of 
crime. “If you are campaigning for human 
rights,” she told her fellow panelists, “at 
least you know mass murder, torture all of 
these things are serious crimes, but there 
is no equivalent in environmental space. 
Unlike an international crime like geno- 
cide that involves a specific intent, with 
ecocide what we see is what people are 
trying to do is business, is to farm, is fish, 
is produce energy, but what is missing is 
the awareness and the conscience of the 
side effects, around the collateral damage 
that happens with that.” The co-founder in 
2017 of Stop Ecocide International, Mehta 
might be dismissed as a malcontent of lit- 
tle consequence until we consider that 11 
countries — including Ukraine, Georgia, 
Armenia, and France — have already cod- 
ified “ecocide” as a new class of crime, 
while an additional 27 countries, some in 
the EU, are seriously considering follow- 
ing their example. This is according to 
Stop Ecocide’s own website. 

In other words, there’s a serious and 
growing movement afoot to criminalize a 
wide range of human extractive activities, 
including fishing and logging — extrac- 
tive activities necessary to sustain mod- 
ern civilization, which are unfavorably 
contrasted with the simple, sustainable 
ways of indigenous tribes. The conclusion 
we’re all supposed to draw is that modern 
civilized Western ways are bad, and primi- 
tive aboriginal ways are good. Criminal- 
izing development and resource extraction 
in the name of “ecocide” certainly drives 
the point home. 

Coughing shamans and endangered 
ecosystems aside, the World Economic 
Forum condemned a broad range of 
civilized practices, including traditional 
styles of rice cultivation responsible for 
feeding as much as half of the world’s 
population — most of them living outside 
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the Western world. Bill Anderson, CEO 
of Bayer AG, a corporation as invested in 
biotechnology as it is in pharmaceuticals, 
told a panel that traditional rice paddies 
release unacceptable amounts of green- 
house gases (methane in particular). 
“In most of Asia,” Anderson said, “rice 
is still grown with traditional methods, 
which requires flooding the fields. And 
when you flood the fields, you basically 
kill the weeds with water, which sounds 
good, except it takes huge amounts of 
water. They basically decompose under 
water, and when they do that, they re- 
lease methane. And so rice production is 
one of the largest producers of methane, 
which is many times more toxic in terms 
of greenhouse gas emissions.” 

But the problem gets more complex than 
that. Global rice production is now having 
difficulty meeting global demand — sup- 
posedly because of global warming. Being 
water-dependent, rice production plum- 
mets during times of drought, which, the 
climate claque assures us, are becoming 
more frequent and more severe, owing to 
a warming, drying climate. In other words, 
rice cultivation is being cast as both a major 
cause and a major victim of man-made cli- 
mate change. It is said (by authorities at the 
World Bank, who are hardly disinterested 
parties) to account for 10 percent of global 
man-made methane emissions. 

Part of the solution — and, no doubt, 
one that biotech companies such as Bayer 
wholeheartedly sustain — is new technol- 
ogy designed to allegedly optimize rice 
harvests while mitigating methane emis- 
sions. So-called CRISPR technology (gene 
editing) is being used to create varieties 
of rice that are more drought-tolerant and 
more productive. This type of research, be 
it noted, has been going on for generations, 
as crop scientists have sought to develop 
varieties of corn, wheat, and other staples 
that have higher yields while costing less 
to plant and cultivate. And new strains of 
rice that are higher-yielding ought to be 
commended. But the scapegoating of one 
of the world’s most useful crops, which 
has literally fueled the rise of civilizations 
for millennia, is the pinnacle of modern 
hubris. And efforts to do away with tradi- 
tional modes of rice farming compulsorily, 
in the name of saving the climate, are yet 
more eco-absurdity. 

No climate conclave is complete 
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Gore-y details: Former vice president and all-around eco-warrior Al Gore delivers a diatribe 


against “climate deniers” and greedy capitalists. 


without a certain political fossil fueling 
the fire of controversy. Superannuated 
centimillionaire Al Gore put in an ap- 
pearance, preaching fire and brimstone 
against heretics who reject the sustain- 
ability gospel. “The fossil fuel polluters 
use a portion of their wealth from digging 
up dead things from the earth and burning 
them in ways that destroy the future of 
humanity,” Gore thundered to his captive 
audience. “They use some of their wealth 
to confuse people. I get a little exercised 
about this, because I’ve watched it for a 
long time, and it’s driven by pure greed! 
Pure greed!... If we deploy electric ve- 
hicles, solar, wind, batteries, green, hy- 
drogen, and the rest, and we get to true 
net zero, temperatures on the earth will 
stop going up almost immediately!” 
Overall, a large portion of WEF 2024 
felt like carryover from COP28, with 
speaker after speaker denouncing fossil 
fuels and reaffirming the intent to elimi- 
nate them altogether — the one action 
item that did not quite come to fruition 
at last year’s UN climate conference in 
Dubai. Ex-climate envoy John Kerry 
made it clear that the climate Gauleiters 
remain focused on their maniacal goals, 
and dared anyone to stop them. “I am con- 
vinced beyond any doubt,” Kerry said, 


“because of the decisions being made in 
the marketplace now, because — I mean, 
you know as well as I do, even if — I 
don’t want this, obviously — we wound 
up with a different president that was 
opposed to climate [action], I got news 
for you: No one politician anywhere 
in the world can undo what is happen- 
ing now.... It’s the biggest transforma- 
tion in the economies of the world in all 
of human history.” Translation: Even if 
Trump gets reelected, he won’t be able 
to stop us from carrying out the “ener- 
gy transition” out of fossil fuels and the 
“loss and damage” transfer of wealth; we 
are now too powerful. 


Controlling the Narrative 

Nor is that power to be directed only at 
climate miscreants. Davos conferees, ob- 
viously alarmed at the growing levels of 
pushback to the globalist agenda, assigned 
much of the blame to nefarious purveyors 
of “disinformation,” one of the most popu- 
lar terms of opprobrium leveled at the “far 
Right,” from Putin’s dastardly minions to 
Trump’s obviously deranged boosters (all 
80 million of them). Leftists, and the radi- 
cal Left in particular, are by definition in- 
capable of disinformation since, as one of 
Slate’s finest minds put it a few years back, 


13 


“We liberals tend to pride ourselves on car- 
ing about evidence, science, and accuracy. 
Being factually right, or at least grounded 
in reality, is something we value, something 
meaningful to our self-concept.” Hence the 
need for a tireless army of reasonable, lev- 
el-headed, leftist fact-checkers, censors, de- 
platformers, and the rest, working in con- 
cert with the majestic, deliberative forces 
of the state to divert the endless deluge of 
far-right lies, rumors, alternative facts, and 
disinformation. 

And now, these paladins of propriety 
and sound judgment want to globalize the 
war against dissent among the mindless 
right-wing mob. In a discussion aired by 
Bloomberg right before the WEF began, 
journalist Francine Lacqua interviewed 
World Economic Forum Managing Direc- 
tor Saadia Zahidi to discuss global con- 
cems on the part of an unnamed sampling 
of “1,500 experts.” According to Zahidi, 
the survey found these experts to be most 
worried, in the short term, about the im- 
pact of mis- and disinformation. She has- 
tened to add that in the longer term her 
respondents were much more concerned 
about the climate, but Zahidi and Lacqua 
agreed that, this year being an election 
year, disinformation and fake news were 
by far the most concerning. Zahidi further 
cautioned that worries about an economic 


downturn and the rise of “synthetic con- 
tent” might be a toxic combination indeed 
in countries, such as the United States and 
India, that are already roiled by election- 
year politics. Asked by Lacqua whether 
state actors such as Russia or unspecified 
non-state actors were more responsible for 
the supposed tsunami of misinformation 
and disinformation, Zahidi replied: 


We’re seeing a concern that this 
could become much more pervasive. 
To some extent, it’s almost easier to 
track some of that state-sponsored 
disinformation and misinformation. 
But now, at some point that starts 
spilling over and it becomes very 
difficult to track, especially with- 
out tracking systems, watermarking 
systems, and especially without the 
public being well-educated about the 
risks of synthetic content, and espe- 
cially when that is fake news. 


Zahidi’s comments about tracking and wa- 
termarking systems are not aimless, wish- 
ful thinking. Vera Jourova, vice president 
of the European Commission, speaking at 
a “stakeholder” session entitled “Defend- 
ing Truth,” confidently assured her listen- 
ers that a benign system of international 
censorship is already being rolled out, at 


Mr. Fahrenheit: U.S. climate czar John Kerry, one of the many “supersonic men” who “burn 
through the sky” in private jets to lecture the rest of us on climate change, told Davos attendees 
that nothing can stop the “energy transition” away from fossil fuels — including different 


American leadership opposed to their plans. 
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least within the EU, to discredit disinfor- 
mation and whatever the establishment 
deems to be unfounded claims. “Disinfor- 
mation is a security threat,” Jourova told 
her fellow stakeholders. “We are focus- 
ing on improving of the system where the 
people will get the facts right. We don’t 
speak about opinions. We are not correct- 
ing anyone’s opinions or language. This 
is about the facts.” She then listed five 
concrete steps the EU is taking to ensure 
people get only the facts: 

« A “strong, professional media and a 
safe place for journalists to do the job”; 

¢ “Work with the platforms,” 1.e., online 
platforms such as social media, for which 
she claimed all of Big Tech has been com- 
mitted to partner with government to fact- 
check and, where necessary, remove dis- 
information; 

¢ “Better communication from the side of 
politics,” meaning, among other things, the 
debunking of anything mendacious uttered 
by politicians (1.e., right-wing politicians); 

« “Awareness raising, lowering of the 
absorption capacity of the society to be- 
lieve the lies,” that is, mass conditioning, 
which Jourova characterized as “long- 
term, a long-distance run”; and 

¢ “Law enforcement,” which she called 
a “last resort.” 

Later in the discussion she added, 
“Freedom of speech is a primary principle 
within the EU. So that’s why when I speak 
about the truth, I always add ‘evidence- 
based truth.’” This would presumably 
include such leftist dogma as man-made 
climate change and the origins and eti- 
ology of Covid, concerning which, we 
are repeatedly assured, the evidence is 
incontrovertible and the science settled. 
All of the conferees agreed that informa- 
tion must be controlled in these parlous 
times, lest the wicked Russians or feverish 
MAGA minions wreck the entire system. 


Looking to the future 

So where is all of this headed? In the short 
run, the globalist powers that be are gear- 
ing up for a major recalibration of the en- 
tire global system, an overhaul of the UN 
and world financial system greater than 
any seen since the creation of the United 
Nations and the Bretton Woods institu- 
tions near the end of WWII. With this 
year’s WEF annual meeting now in the 
rearview mirror, all eyes are on the next 
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major landmark on the intended road to 
world order, namely, the UN’s Summit of 
the Future slated for September in New 
York City at UN headquarters. UN Sec- 
retary-General Antonio Guterres had a lot 
to say about this major upcoming event in 
his remarks at Davos: 


The institutions and frameworks of 
global governance, from the Secu- 
rity Council to the Bretton Woods 
system, were created 80 years ago. 
We can’t build a future for our grand- 
children with a system built for our 
grandparents. 

The United Nations is fully en- 
gaged this year in efforts to bring 
them up to date, rooted in equal- 
ity and solidarity, based on the UN 
Charter and international law. In 
September we will host a Summit 
of the Future, focused on solutions. 
The Summit will consider essential 


reforms to the global financial ar- 
chitecture to make it responsive to 
today’s challenges and representa- 
tive of today’s world — including 
many countries in the Global South 
that were under colonial rule when it 
was created. Reforms to the Security 
Council, and a proposed New Agen- 
da for Peace, would help to prevent 
and resolve conflict, rebalance geo- 
political relations, and give develop- 


ing countries a proportionate voice 
on the global stage.... 

The private sector is in the lead 
on AI expertise and resources. We 
need your full engagement in our 
multi-stakeholder effort to develop a 
governance model that is networked 
and adaptive. I believe the UN should 
play a central convening role. 


In other words, major changes are in the 
works, and they will be designed to give the 
UN system far more flexibility and power, 
not less. “Reforms to the Security Council” 
might entail making countries such as Japan 
and India permanent members, and perhaps 
curtailing the rights of Russia or ejecting it 
from the council altogether for its actions 
in Ukraine. It will also almost certainly in- 
volve giving the council more power over 
the UN’s warmaking mechanisms. 

As for the “proposed New Agenda for 
Peace,” it appears that Guterres and other 
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Dissing information: Vera 
Jourova, vice president of the 
European Commission, told a 
panel on “Defending Truth” that 
“disinformation is a security 
threat.” Jourova outlined steps 
that the EU is taking to enforce 
government standards of 
acceptable speech. 


UN insiders have decided to renew the 
UN’s old drive, dormant for many years, to 
take direct control of the world’s militaries. 
This new agenda has flown mostly below 
the radar since it was first made public by 
Guterres last July. The New Agenda for 
Peace, which we may assume will consti- 
tute the agenda for September’s Summit of 
the Future, contemplates five major areas of 
UN-centered global reform, each of which 
includes several action items, as follows: 


Action 7: Reduce the human cost 
of weapons. 

¢ Strengthening peace operations 
and addressing peace enforcement. 

Action 8: Strengthen peace opera- 
tions and partnerships. 

Action 9: Address peace enforce- 
ment. 

Action 10: Support to African 
Union and subregional peace support 
operations. 


* Prevention at the global level: Ad- 
dressing strategic risks and geopo- 
litical divisions. 

Action 1: Eliminate nuclear 
weapons. 

Action 2: Boost preventive diplo- 
macy in an era of divisions. 

¢ Preventing conflict and vio- 
lence and sustaining peace. 

Action 3: Shift the prevention and 
sustaining peace paradigm within 
countries. 

Action 4: Accelerate implemen- 
tation of the 2030 Agenda for Sus- 
tainable Development to address the 
underlying drivers of violence and 
security. 

Action 5: Transform gendered 
power dynamics in peace and security. 

Action 6: Address the interlink- 
ages between climate, peace and 
security. 


* Novel approaches to peace and 
potential domains of conflict. 

Action 11: Prevent the weaponiza- 
tion of emerging domains and pro- 
mote responsible innovation. 

¢ Strengthening international 
governance. 

Action 12: Build a stronger collec- 
tive security machinery. 


Concealed beneath the weasel words is 
a deadly threat, starting with the call to 
eliminate nuclear weapons. Surely that 
“elimination,” if carried out, will be more 
akin to confiscation, whereby the UN will 
finally achieve the monopoly on weapons 
of mass destruction that its supporters 
have always wanted. 

And what exactly are “shift ... the peace 
paradigm within countries” (Action 3) 
and “reduce the human cost of weapons” 
(Action 7) supposed to mean? Are they 
not likely coy references to some sort of 
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Looking ahead: UN Secretary-General Antonio Guterres rhapsodized about the upcoming UN 
Summit of the Future, which will seek to strengthen the UN’s military and peacekeeping functions 


in addition to reinforcing the global climate regime. 


global gun-control measures, or perhaps a 
UN treaty committing signatories to out- 
lawing the ownership of guns among their 
citizenries? Well, yes, as it turns out. In the 
detailed discussion of Action 7, the agenda 
contemplates the following recommenda- 
tions for implementation: 


¢ Strengthen, develop and imple- 
ment regional, subregional and na- 
tional instruments and road maps 
to address challenges related to the 
diversion, proliferation and misuse 
of small arms and light weapons and 
ammunition. 

¢ Set national and regional targets 
and measure progress toward the 
implementation of regulatory frame- 
works, including via data collection 
and monitoring. 

¢ Pursue whole-of-government 
approaches that integrate small arms 
and light weapons control into devel- 
opment and violence reduction initia- 
tives at the national and community 
levels, as well as in the national pre- 
vention strategies proposed under 
action 3. 


In other words, gun confiscation at the 


national level is very much a prominent 
near-term goal in Guterres’ agenda. 
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As for addressing the “interlinkages be- 
tween climate, peace and security” (Ac- 
tion 6), we have long known that the radi- 
cal climate agenda and global-warming 
hoax are the globalists’ chosen pretext to 
advance their goal of world government 
within the UN system. Accordingly, it 
makes sense to link climate change with 
matters of war and peace. 

And finally, as to what a “stronger col- 
lective security machinery” (Action 12) 
might entail, the agenda’s recommenda- 


tions are these: 


¢ Make urgent progress in the inter- 
governmental negotiations on the 
reform of the Security Council to 
make this body more just and rep- 


resentative. 


¢ For the Security Council, democ- 
ratize its procedures as a way to en- 
hance its ability to reach consensus 
and make the results of its decisions 


more durable, 
including by (i) 
more burden- 
sharing among 
Council mem- 
bers on resolu- 
tions, in particu- 
lar on situations 
in their region to 


which they are not a party; (11) sys- 
tematic consultations with host States 
ahead of the adoption or renewal of 
mandates that affect them, as well as 
with regional organizations and troop- 
ORD and police-contributing countries 
as appropriate; and (iii) promoting 
greater accountability of permanent 
coma members for the use of the veto. 


In other words, the Security Council’s per- 
manent membership may be expanded to 
include India and possibly other nations. 
Also planned is a significant new writ of 
power to the Security Council, coupled 
with new obligations imposed on its per- 
manent members. 

In fine, the core agenda of the global- 
ists and their radical-left NGO lickspittles 
is, as it always has been, the strengthening 
of the UN system and, ultimately, its trans- 
formation into a world government. No one 
need be deceived that such an arrangement 
would be some sort of world federalist 
scheme modeled on the U.S. Constitution or 
something similar. No, it will be a totalitar- 
ian, socialist world government, as clearly 
evidenced by the fact that the source of the 
New Agenda for Peace, Guterres, is one of 
the preeminent leaders of international so- 
cialism, having served as both the leader of 
Portugal’s Socialist Party and the president 
of the Socialist International in the past. 

In other words, all of the shamanic loon- 
iness; all of the feigned solicitude for the 
climate and for the world’s indigenous cul- 
tures; and all of the clamoring about gender, 
population control, AI, disinformation, and 
so forth at globalist venues such as Davos 
— all of it is merely a “booming, buzzing 
confusion” calculated to distract the masses 
from the real goal, which is global control. 
This is spelled out in Guterres’ agenda and 
his remarks at the World Economic Forum. 
The most important thing we learned in 
Davos, then, is that this is the year that the 
globalists intend to level up their game of 
global control. Hi 
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DISSING DAVOS ELITES 


Argentina’s new libertarian president, Javier Milei, gave an eloquent speech in defense of 
liberty and free markets before the globalists at the World Economic Forum. 


ot all was globalist and radical- 
N left lunacy at Davos. Argentina’s 

flamboyant new libertarian presi- 
dent, Javier Milei, was invited to Davos 
to share his perspective, and he didn’t dis- 
appoint. In a blistering 23-minute speech, 
Milei gave a clinic on free-market eco- 
nomics and the benefits of capitalism, and 
contrasted them with the failures and evils 
of socialism. He attacked cultural Marx- 
ism as well, singling out two of the Left’s 
most sacrosanct of sacred cows, abortion 
and radical environmentalism, for their 
destructive nature. 

Nor is Milei just a theorist. Beyond 
his professorial mannerisms, he and his 
47 million compatriots know from bitter 
personal experience the fruits of collectiv- 
ism and radical left-wing social policies. 
Argentina, as Milei loves to remind his 
audiences, was once one of the world’s 
wealthiest and freest economies. Dur- 
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ing the second half of the 19th century 
and into the early 20th century, the South 
American republic, like the United States, 
was a prodigy of individual liberty and 
economic growth. Its guiding light was 
a brilliant constitution inspired by Juan 
Bautista Alberdi, the foremost luminary 
of Argentina’s republican founding fa- 
thers, the “Generation of 1837.” Under 
its excellent new constitution, Argentina 
became a magnet for European talent, and 
by the early 20th century, “as rich as an 
Argentine” had become a popular compli- 
ment across the English-speaking world. 
But something happened in the para- 
dise on the River Plate. After World War 
I, the corrupt growth of collectivism ar- 
rived in Argentina and took root, growing 
ultimately into the hybrid of socialism 
and fascism known as Peronism. While 
never sliding into full-blown Marxism, 
Argentina embarked on a program of run- 


Puncturing platitudes: Argentina’s new 
libertarian president, Javier Milei, delivered a 
rhetorical beatdown of collectivism coupled 
with a principled defense of free-market 
economics to a hostile crowd of globalists and 
Marxists at Davos. 


away welfarism and radical social reform 
that destroyed the wealth of the country 
and drove many of its best and bright- 
est abroad, where their talents would be 
better remunerated. Over the last several 
decades, Argentina has suffered from ru- 
inous bouts of inflation and hyperinflation 
that have wiped out savings and destroyed 
the social fabric. Argentina’s calamitous 
economic collapse from 1998-2000, the 
so-called Argentine Great Depression, 
triggered an unprecedented nationwide 
crime wave whose most noteworthy char- 
acteristic was rampant, random kidnap- 
pings as a strategy to earn quick money. 
The current round of hyperinflation is 
drawing comparisons with the debacle of 
a generation ago — and has convinced 
many Argentines, at long last, to return to 
their libertarian roots. 

Milei’s speech at Davos, one of the 
most eloquent defenses of liberty in recent 
years — and in a most unlikely venue — 
is a sobering warning from a country that 
has been ravaged by almost a century of 
collectivist and radical-left insanity. It is 
a particularly apropos reminder to our 
United States, from a sister republic in the 
southern hemisphere, of the terrible conse- 
quences that will ensue if we cast aside our 
freedoms in pursuit of the false collectivist 
promises of security. 


The following is TNA’s translation of the 
full Milei speech: 


Good afternoon. Thank you very much. I 
am here today to tell you that the West is in 
peril. It’s in peril because those who sup- 
posedly ought to defend Western values 
are being co-opted by a world vision that 
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Cash-strapped: Argentina's economy, once one of the world’s strongest, has endured decades of 
ruinous inflation and capital flight. The latest round of hyperinflation, now more than 200 percent, 
finally convinced Argentines to try something new: freedom. 


leads inexorably to socialism, and thereby 
to poverty. Regrettably, in recent decades 
(some, motivated by high-minded ideas 
of wanting to help others, and others by 
the desire to belong to a privileged caste), 
the main leaders of the Western world 
have abandoned the model of liberty in 
exchange for various versions of what we 
call collectivism. 

We are here to tell you that collectiv- 
ist experiments are never the solution for 
the problems that beset the people of the 
world, but, to the contrary, they are the 
cause. Believe me, there is nobody bet- 
ter than us Argentines to bear testimony 
to these two points. When we adopted the 
model of liberty, around the year 1860, 
within 35 years we had become a leading 
world power. Whereas once we embraced 
collectivism, over the last 100 years, we 
saw how our citizens began to be system- 
atically impoverished, falling eventually 
to the 140th spot in the world. 

But before being able to enter this dis- 
cussion, it’s important to look at the data 
that demonstrate why the system of capi- 
talism and free enterprise is not only the 
system that can end world poverty, but it is 
also the only morally desirable system for 
achieving this. If we consider the history 
of economic progress, we can see how, 
from the year 0 to the year 1800, approxi- 
mately, the world GDP per capita stayed 
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almost the same throughout that entire pe- 
riod. If one looks at a graph of economic 
growth during all of human history, one 
would be looking at a graph resembling a 
hockey stick, an exponential function that 
stayed constant during 90 percent of the 
time, and took off exponentially beginning 
in the 19th century. The only historical 
exception occurred at the end of the 15th 
century with the discovery of America. 
But save for this exception, during the 
entire period from the year 0 to the year 
1800, the global GDP per capita remained 
stagnant. Well, not only did capitalism 
generate an explosion of wealth from the 
moment it was adopted as an economic 
system, but also, if one also analyzes the 
data, what one observes is that the growth 
is accelerating across that whole period. 
During the whole period covered from 
the year 0 to the year 1800, the rate of 
growth of GDP per capita remained stable 
at about 0.02 percent annually, that is to 
say, practically without growth. Starting 
with the 19th century and the Industrial 
Revolution, the compound annual rate of 
growth was 0.66 percent, and doubled the 
per capita GDP after 107 years. Now, if we 
look at the period from 1900 to 1950, the 
rate of growth accelerates to 1.36 percent 
annually. Now we don’t need 107 years 
to double the GDP per capita, but only 66 
years. And if we take the period from 1950 
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to 2000, we see that the rate of growth was 
2.1 percent annually, from which we can 
infer that only 33 years are necessary to 
double the world GDP per capita. This 
trend, far from stopping, continues even 
today. If we take the period from 2000 
to 2023, the rate of growth reached three 
percent annually, which implies that we 
can double the world GDP per capita in 
only 23 years. If we study the GDP per 
capita from the year 1800 until now, what 
is observed is that, after the Industrial 
Revolution, the GDP per capita increased 
more than fifteenfold, generating an ex- 
plosion of wealth that lifted 90 percent of 
the world population out of poverty. We 
should never forget that, in the year 1800, 
around 95 percent of the world population 
lived in extreme poverty, while that figure 
fell to five percent by the year 2020, prior 
to the pandemic. 

The conclusion is obvious: Far from 
being the cause of our problems, capital- 
ism and free enterprise as an economic 
system is the only tool that we have to end 
hunger, poverty, and indigence all across 
the planet. The empirical evidence is un- 
questionable. That’s why, since there’s no 
doubt that capitalism and the free market 
are superior in productive terms, the leftist 
creed attacks capitalism on moral grounds, 
saying — according to its detractors — 
that it’s unjust. They say that capitalism is 
evil because it’s individualistic, and that 
collectivism is good because it’s altruistic 
(of course, with the money of others!). So 
they advocate for “social justice.” But this 
concept, which has become fashionable in 
the developed world in recent times, in my 
country it’s been a constant in political dis- 
cussions for more than 80 years. The prob- 
lem is that social justice is not just, nor 
does it improve the general well-being. 
Very much to the contrary, it is an intrinsi- 
cally unjust idea, because it’s violent. It’s 
unjust because the state is funded by taxes, 
and taxes are levied in a coercive manner 
— or perhaps some of us can say that we 
pay our taxes voluntarily? This means that 
the state is funded coercively, and that, the 
greater the tax burden, the greater the co- 
ercion, and the lesser the freedom. 

Those who promote social justice begin 
with the idea that the economy is like a pie 
that can be divided up in different ways. 
But that pie is not a given; the wealth 
that is produced is more like what Israel 
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Kirzner calls a process of discovery by the 
market. If a good or service offered by an 
enterprise is not wanted, that enterprise 
fails unless it adapts to what the market 
is demanding. If it produces a high qual- 
ity product at a good or attractive price, it 
will do well and will produce more. In this 
way, Capitalism is a process of discovery 
in which the capitalist finds along the way 
the correct route. 

But if the state punishes the capitalist 
for being successful, and blocks him in 
this process of discovery and destroys his 
incentives, the consequence will be that he 
produces less and the pie will be smaller, 
doing damage to society in general. Col- 
lectivism, by inhibiting this process of dis- 
covery and making acquisition more dif- 
ficult, ties the hands of the entrepreneur, 
and makes it impossible for him to pro- 
duce better goods or offer better services 
at a better price 

How then can it be that, in the acad- 
emy, international organizations, politics, 
and economic theory, they demonize an 
economic system that not only has lifted 
95 percent of the world population out of 
extreme poverty (and does it more and 
more quickly!), but is also just and mor- 
ally superior? Thanks to capitalism and 
free enterprise, the world is in its best mo- 
ment. In all of human history, there has 
never been a moment of greater prosper- 
ity than that which we are living in today. 
The world of today is freer, richer, more 
peaceful, and more prosperous than in any 
other moment in our history. This is true 
for all, but in particular for those countries 
that are free, where they respect economic 
freedom and individual property rights, 
because those countries that are free are 
12 times wealthier than those that are re- 
pressed. That is to say, the lowest tenth 
living in free countries are 12 times better 
off than 90 percent of the population in 
repressive countries. Poverty is 25 times 
lower, extreme poverty is 50 times lower. 
And if that were not enough, the citizens 
of free countries live an average of 25 
percent longer than those of repressive 
countries. 

Now, to understand what we came to 
defend, it’s important to define here what 


we mean when we speak of libertarianism. . 


In order to define it, let’s take the words 
of the greatest authority on freedom in 
Argentina: Professor Alberto Benegas 
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Lynch, Jr., who says that libertarianism 
is the restricted respect for the life-proj- 
ect of others based on the nonaggression 
principle in defense of the rights of life, 
liberty, and property; whose fundamental 
institutions are private property, markets 
free of state intervention, free competition, 
the division of labor, and social coopera- 
tion, where one can only be successful by 
serving others by providing goods of bet- 
ter quality or better price. Otherwise put, 
the capitalist, the successful entrepreneur, 
is a social benefactor who, far from expro- 
priating the riches of others, contributes to 
the general well-being. Definitively, a suc- 
cessful entrepreneur is a hero. 

This is the model that we are proposing 
for the Argentina of the future, a model 
based on the fundamental principles of 
libertarianism: the defense of life, liberty, 
and property. 

Now, if capitalism, free enterprise, and 
economic freedom have been extraordi- 
nary tools in ending poverty in the world, 
and we now find ourselves in humanity’s 
best moment, it’s worth asking, then, why 
do I say that the West is in peril? I say that 
the West is in peril just because in those 
countries which ought to be defending 
the free market, private property, and the 
other institutions of libertarianism, sectors 
of the political and economic establish- 


ment — some, because of errors in theo- 
retical orientation, and others, because of 
ambitions for power — are undermining 
the fundamentals of libertarianism, open- 
ing the doors to socialism, and potentially 
condemning us to poverty, misery, and 
stagnation. Because we should never over- 
look that socialism is always and every- 
where a phenomenon of impoverishment, 
which failed in every country where it has 
been tried. It was an economic failure. It 
was a social failure. It was a cultural fail- 
ure. And moreover, it murdered more than 
100,000,000 human beings. 

The essential problem in the West 
today is that we must confront not only 
those who, even long after the fall of the 
[Berlin] Wall and overwhelming empiri- 
cal evidence, continue agitating for im- 
poverishing socialism, but also our own 
leaders, thinkers, and academics, who re- 
main stuck in a mistaken framework, who 
undermine the foundations of the system 
that has given us the greatest expansion of 
wealth and prosperity in history. The theo- 
retical framework to which I refer is neo- 
classical [economic theory], which has de- 
signed a framework that, unwittingly, ends 
up enabling the implementation of statism, 
socialism, and the degradation of society. 
The problem with the neoclassicists is 
that, like the model they are enamored of, 


Bloody agenda: Milei criticized the subversive social goals of modern collectivists, including what 


he called the “bloody agenda of abortion.” 
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which does not correspond to reality, they 
attribute errors to supposed failures of the 
market instead of revising the premises of 
their model. Under the pretext of supposed 
market failures, they introduce regulations 
whose only effect is to introduce distor- 
tions in the pricing system, to impede eco- 
nomic calculation, and, as a consequence, 
savings, investment, and growth. 

This problem is essentially rooted in the 
fact that supposedly libertarian economists 
do not even comprehend what the market 
really is. In other words, if they did under- 
stand, they would quickly see that it would 
be impossible for something like that (i.e., 
errors) to be market failures. The market is 
not a mere graphic depiction of curves of 
supply and demand. The market is a mech- 
anism of social cooperation, where claims 
on property are exchanged voluntarily. 
Therefore, given this definition, speak- 
ing of “market failures” is an oxymoron. 
Market failures don’t exist. If transactions 
are voluntary, the only context in which 
there can be a market failure is if there 
is coercion. And the only thing with the 
ability to coerce on a general scale is the 
state, which has a monopoly on violence. 
Consequently, if anyone considers there to 


be a market failure, I recommend that he 
check for the involvement of government 
interference. And if they find that there is 
no government interference, I suggest they 
do their analysis again, because I guaran- 
tee that it was done wrong; market failures 
do not exist. 

One example of supposed market fail- 
ures that the neoclassicists describe are 
concentrated economic structures. Howev- 
er, without functions that present growing 
yields on that scale [inaudible], we can’t 
explain the large-scale economic growth 
from 1800 until today. From the year 1800 
forward, with the population increasing by 
more than eight or nine times, the GDP per 
capita increased by more than 15 times. In 
other words, there are increasing returns. 
This took extreme poverty from 95 per- 
cent to five percent. Nevertheless, these 
increasing yields somehow imply concen- 
trated structures — what might be called, 
for example, a “monopoly.” How can it 
be that something that has generated so 
much well-being, for neoclassical theory, 
is a “market failure’? 

Neoclassical economists, think out- 
side the box! When the model fails, you 
shouldn’t get angry with reality. You must 


Man against nature: One of the conflicts emphasized by modern collectivists, according to 
Milei, is one of man against the natural environment. By exaggerating the environmental costs 
and downplaying the enormous benefits of modern industry, the modern radical Left is trying to 
convince the free world to get rid of all of the benefits of freedom that stem from industrial and 


technological progress. 
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get angry with the model and change it. 
The dilemma that confronts the neoclas- 
sicists is that they say that you have to 
have perfection in the functioning of the 
market, and attack what they consider to 
be failures. But when they do it, they not 
only open the doors to socialism, they 
also attack economic growth. For exam- 
ple: Regulating “monopolies,” destroying 
their profits, and destroying increasing re- 
turns, will automatically destroy economic 
growth. Otherwise put, every time you 
want to make a correction to a supposed 
market failure, inexorably, by not know- 
ing what a market is, or by having become 
enamored of a fallacious model, you are 
opening the doors to socialism. They are 
condemning people to poverty. 

Nevertheless, despite the theoretical dem- 
onstration that state intervention is harmful 
[and] the empirical evidence of its failure 
— because it could not have been otherwise 
— the solution that collectivists will pro- 
pose is not more freedom, but rather more 
regulation, generating a descending spiral of 
regulations, until we all end up poorer, and 
everyone’s lives depend upon some bureau- 
crat seated in a luxurious office. 

Given the resounding failure of col- 
lectivist models, and the undeniable ad- 
vancements of the free world, the social- 
ists found themselves forced to change 
their agenda. They left behind the “class 
struggle” based on the economic system 
and replaced it with other supposed social 
conflicts, equally harmful for the life of 
the community and for economic growth. 
The first of these new battles was the ri- 
diculous and unnatural conflict between 
man and woman. Libertarianism already 
established equality between the sexes. 
The cornerstone of our creed says that all 
men are created equal, that we all have 
the same unalienable rights, granted by 
the Creator, among which are included 
life, liberty, and property. The only thing 
that the agenda of radical feminism has 
brought about is greater state interven- 
tion to hinder economic processes and 
give work to bureaucrats who haven’t 
contributed anything to society, whether 
it be the format of the Ministry of Women 
[a reference to an Argentine government 
ministry], or international organizations 
dedicated to promoting this agenda. 

Another of the conflicts that the so- 
cialists have brought about is that of man 
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A warning to America: Argentina’s long experience with economic ruin and socialism should be a 
wake-up call to Americans that they are already on a similar leftist road to serfdom. 


against nature. They maintain that we 
human beings harm the planet, and that 
it must be protected at all cost, including 
going as far as advocating for population 
control, or the bloody agenda of abortion. 

Unfortunately, these harmful ideas have 
deeply penetrated our society. The neo- 
Marxists have figured out how to co-opt 
popular sentiment in the West. They have 
achieved this thanks to the appropriation 
of the mediums of communication, the 
culture, the universities, and, yes, also the 
international organizations. This last case 
is perhaps the most serious, because it has 
to do with institutions that have enormous 
influence over the political and economic 
decisions of the countries that make up 
these multilateral organizations. Fortu- 
nately, we who dare to raise our voices are 
increasing more and more, because we see 
that if we do not combat these ideas head- 
on, the only possible fate is that we are 
going to have more and more government, 
more regulation, more socialism, more 
poverty, less liberty, and as a consequence, 
a worse standard of living. 

The West, unfortunately, has already 
begun following this road. I know that to 
many, it sounds ridiculous to claim that the 
West has turned to socialism. But what is 
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ridiculous is that one restricts the meaning 
of socialism to the traditional economic 
sense, which claims that the state is the 
owner of all of the means of production. 
This definition, in my view, should be 
adjusted to present circumstances. Today, 
states don’t need to control the means of 
production directly, in order to control 
every aspect of individual life. With tools 
like printing money, indebtedness, sub- 
sidies, the control of interest rates, price 
controls, and regulations to correct sup- 
posed market failures, they can control 
the destinies of millions of human beings. 
Thus, we have arrived at the point 
where, under different names or forms, 
a good part of the political offerings gen- 
erally accepted in Western countries are 
variants of collectivism, whether they 
openly profess to be communists, fas- 
cists, Nazis, socialists, social democrats, 
national socialists, Christian democrats, 
Keynesians, neo-Keynesians, progres- 
sives, populists, nationalists, or globalists. 
At heart, there are no substantive differ- 
ences. All of them maintain that the state 
ought to direct every aspect of individual 
life. All of them defend a model contrary 
to that which brought humanity the most 
spectacular progress in its history. 
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We come here today to invite the rest of 
the Western countries to get back on the 
road to prosperity, economic freedom, lim- 
ited government, and the respect for private 
property. They are indispensable elements 
of economic growth. This phenomenon of 
impoverishment that collectivism produces 
is neither fantasy nor inescapable fate. It’s 
a reality that we Argentines have known 
very well for at least 100 years. Because we 
have already lived it. We’ve already passed 
through this. Because, as I said earlier, ever 
since we decided to abandon the model of 
liberty that had made us rich, we have been 
trapped in a descending spiral, in which we 
are poorer each day. We’ve already lived it. 
And we are here to warn you about what 
can happen if Western countries, who be- 
came rich with the model of liberty, con- 
tinue along this road to serfdom. The case 
of Argentina is an empirical demonstration 
that it doesn’t matter how rich you may be, 
how many natural resources you may have. 
It doesn’t matter how skilled or educated 
the population may be, and how many gold 
ingots there may be in the vaults of the cen- 
tral bank. If measures are adopted that hin- 
der the functions of the free market, free 
competition, the systems of free pricing; if 
commerce is hindered, if private property 
is attacked, the only possible outcome is 
poverty. 

Therefore, in closing, I want to give a 
message to all the businessmen present 
here and to those who are not here, but 
who are following us from every part of 
the planet: Don’t let yourselves be intimi- 
dated, either by the political caste or by the 
parasites who live off the state. Don’t give 
yourselves over to a political class that 
wants only to perpetuate itself in power 
and maintain its privileges. You are social 
benefactors. You are heroes. You are the 
creators of the most extraordinary period 
of prosperity that anyone has ever lived. 
Let no one tell you that your ambition is 
immoral. If you earn money, it’s because 
you offer a better product at a better price, 
in this way improving the general well- 
being. Do not yield to the advance of the 
state. The state is not the solution. The 
state itself is the problem. You are the real 
protagonists of this story, and rest assured 
that, from today onwards, you can count 
on Argentina as an unconditional ally. 

Thank you very much, and long live 
liberty! 
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AMERICAN JOURNALIST DIES OF PNEUMONIA 
IN UKRAINIAN PRISON 


Ukraine murdered American commentator Gonzalo Lira by medical neglect. But by giving 
Ukraine almost $100 billion in U.S. aid, we're supposed to be supporting “democracy.” 


Gonzalo 
Lira 


Wikimedia Commons/Gonzalo Lira 


by R. Cort Kirkwood 


G ‘R ight now, I’m about to try to get out of Ukraine, 


and seek political asylum in Hungary,” American 
political commentator Gonzalo Lira tweeted from 
that border on July 31, the last day he posted to his X feed. 

“Either Pll cross the border and make it to safety, or P'll be 
disappeared by the Kiev regime.” 

He was right. In early January in a Ukrainian dungeon, he died 
of pneumonia brought on by the authorities refusing to provide 
medical care. 

When he wrote from the border, Lira was trying to flee Ukraine 
after his arrest for telling the truth that it was losing its war with 
Russia, and that the former Soviet satellite was being destroyed 
unnecessarily. He was out on bail, and rode his motorcycle 870 
miles from his home in Kharkiv before Ukrainian authorities 
caught him and sent him back to prison. 

The U.S. State Department did nothing to stop the corrupt re- 
gime of Volodymyr Zelensky from murdering Lira by neglect. 
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And Ukraine will not pay a price for the crime. The Putin-ob- 
sessed Biden administration has lost none of its zeal for backing 
Ukraine in its futile war, and neither have top Republicans and 
Democrats, who say continuing to pour tax money into Ukraine’s 
losing war with Russia is imperative. 

But the larger lesson in Lira’s death is this: Having sent almost 
$100 billion in aid to Ukraine, the Biden administration is not 
supporting Zelensky’s “democracy” against a hegemonic Russia. 
Rather, the administration is supporting a ruthless dictatorship. 


The Charges, the Videos 
Lira lived in Kharkiv with his wife and two kids, and was ar- 
rested on May 1, 2023 for not toeing the regime line on the war. 
Led by Zelensky, a former actor and comedian who appeared 
on stage simulating playing the piano with his penis and is now 
pushing for Ukraine to accept same-sex “civil partnerships,” 
Ukraine charged Lira for telling the truth about the war, which 
Ukraine and its American lackeys called “pro-Russian.” 
Alleged the indictment: 


[Lira] is accused of committing criminal offenses ... name- 
ly, in the production and distribution of material containing 
justification, recognition as legitimate, denial of the armed 
aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which 
began in 2014, as well as the justification, recognition as 
legitimate of the temporary occupation of part of Ukraine 
territory, in the production and distribution of materials con- 
taining the justification, recognition as legitimate, denial 
of the armed aggression of the Russian Federation against 
Ukraine, which began in 2014, including by presenting the 
armed aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine 
as an internal civil conflict, justifying, recognizing as le- 
gitimate the temporary occupation of part of the territory of 
Ukraine, glorifying the people who carried out the armed 
aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which 
began in 2014, committed repeatedly. 


The 10-page indictment provides hyperlinks to Lira’s YouTube 
videos that criticize the regime, most of which are no longer 
available. The indictment also includes links to Lira’s Telegram 
feed, in which he also committed speech crimes after Zelensky 
declared martial law in February 2022. 

Undoubtedly, Lira was poking a stick at a hornet’s nest. In 
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March 2022, he posted the still-available 
“The False Flag Will Happen Kiev,” as 
the indictment says. Among other things, 
Lira discussed “sudden” China Virus vac- 
cine deaths, and Ukraine’s Biden-Burisma 
influence-peddling scheme. 

On January 18, 2023, he posted a video 
in which he said that Ukraine’s possibly 
joining NATO was an “existential crisis” 
for Russia because it didn’t want NATO 
on its border. “That’s why they invaded.” 
The West, he said, has lost the war be- 
cause sanctions against Russia did not 
have their desired effect and did not de- 
stroy the Russian economy, and instead 
denied Russia’s “cheap energy” to Eu- 
rope and caused countries to distrust the 
United States. 

In February 2023, he said NATO lost its 
reason for even existing when the Soviet 
Union collapsed in the 1990s, and that it 
is “increasingly clear that NATO doesn’t 
have what it takes to win a war” against 
Russia. The war in Ukraine, he said, is re- 
ally NATO’s war against Russia, and the 
“whole point of NATO” since 2007 has 
been “regime change in Russia and hope- 
fully the break-up of Russia.” 

Western Europe is beginning to real- 
ize, he said, that NATO cannot win a war 


against Russia, which “has no imperial 
ambition” and cares only about the safety 
of Russians in the Donbass. 

He also said that Western nations are 
increasingly skeptical about NATO. The 
alliance will collapse without them, yet it 
keeps them in “vassalage” to the United 
States, which has a vested interest in main- 
taining the alliance. How to do so given 
European skepticism about the alliance, he 
observed, is the problem to solve for the 
United States. Answer: Find a new enemy. 
That enemy: China. 

Perhaps one of the most devastating of 
Lira’s still-available commentaries details 
what the war has done to Ukraine’s popula- 
tion. It was 45 million when the war started 
and before Russia captured four major ter- 
ritories with a population of nine million. 
Those territories are now Russia’s, leaving 
Ukraine with 36 million people. 

But some 15 million have fled Ukraine; 
four million for Russia, and 11 million 
to Western Europe and elsewhere. That 
leaves a population of 21 million. So 
Ukraine has lost half its population. Worse 
still, Lira continued, those refugees are 
mostly women and the elderly. The blow 
from losing so many women is particular- 
ly depressing as demography goes. 


Beggar-in-chief: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky showed up in Washington, D.C., to beg 
for money a month after he canceled elections. The Biden administration claims it is supporting 


“democracy” in the country. 
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“The women in particular, they went to 
Europe, they went to Russia, and I’m sure 
a lot of them have found some nice fella, 
while the military age men in Ukraine could 
not leave the country,” said Lira, who typi- 
cally chain-smoked during his broadcasts: 


And so the women who are of course 
the demographic future of any nation, 
they’ve probably found jobs, apart- 
ments, homes ... and they found 
some nice guy in Denmark, Ger- 
many, Poland, wherever, and what 
are they going to do, they’re prob- 
ably going to settle down there. Why 
would they uproot themselves if they 
found a nice guy, and perhaps mar- 
ried the guy and settled down, why 
would they uproot themselves to 
come back to Ukraine that has been 
devastated by war? 


While the physical devastation is limited, 
the nation is “spiritually, and certainly ec- 
onomically devastated, and so why would 
people who are in Europe or in Russia 
come back to Ukraine once the conflict 
is over?” 

The answer is, they won’t: 


Even if the conflict were to end right 
now, Ukraine has lost over half its 
population. And those people, most 
of them, will never come back. And 
if there are no economic opportuni- 
ties for Ukraine, even fewer of them 
will come back. And so, Ukraine has 
been destroyed. Because ultimately, 
a nation is built of its people. It’s not 
the land. The land is where they live. 
But what we’re talking about are 
people. And the people who remain, 
young men who fought in the war, 
and many of them severely injured 
and wounded, injured in ways that 
will be life altering, and the elderly 
— the young, children, the women, 
they’ ve all left and they’re not com- 
ing back. 

It’s a terrible thing to consider the 
death of a nation, because this is the 
death of the Ukraine nation.... The 
Ukraine nation has been killed al- 
ready. It’s horrifying. 


On X, he repeatedly ridiculed the Zelen- 
sky regime and condemned its war effort. 
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“The Kursk Nuclear Power Plant [NPP] 
is about 100 kms from the Ukraine bor- 
der,” he tweeted on April 29: 


The only people who would be 
harmed by destroying the NPP would 
be civilians in the surrounding area. 

This is an attempted nuclear terror- 
ism attack. 


“So 30 drones launched by Kiev — and 
only one got through to the oil depot,” he 
tweeted the same day: 


This was a massive attack that — no 
other way to say it— was a complete 
failure. 

Likely part of the shaping opera- 
tions for the vaunted offensive. 


When Ukraine attacked the oil depot at 
Sevastopol, Lira called it “just another 
terror attack, militarily inconsequential”: 


Kiev attacks are becoming mere pin- 
pricks. They’re out of gas. 


So all that commentary invited the indict- 
ment that sent him to jail. Out on bail, the 
time had come to flee, as he explained from 
the border on July 31. Explaining his legal 
situation at length, Lira called the Zelensky 
dictatorship a “thieving, corrupt, murder- 
ous gangster regime” and described his 
time in prison before he made bail: 


Once inside Sizo Prison, I was tor- 


tured in two of the four cells I was 
in — by the other prisoners. Guards 
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Political prisoner: Lira criticized the Zelensky regime on YouTube, Telegram, and X. 


When he was trying to escape Ukraine, he reported on X that he was mercilessly tortured 
in prison by other prisoners. One scratched the white of his left eye with a toothpick. 


NEVER beat prisoners — they out- 
source torture to the other prisoners. 

One prisoner actually apologized 
to me, telling me he had no choice. 
He wasn’t lying. I understood. 

I got a cracked rib in my first cell, 
but it wasn’t too bad. The worst 
stretch was in my fourth cell. 

From Ipm on June 21 until 7pm 
the next day — 30 hours — I was 
beaten and sleep deprived, my arms 
twisted the wrong way around at 
the shoulders, and generally beaten 
pretty bad. 

I’ve taken a beating in my time. 
So sure, it hurt like hell, but it was 
manageable — but then at one point, 
two thugs held my head and used a 
toothpick to scratch the whites of my 
left eye, while asking me if I could 
still read if I had just one. 

ngl, >that< was unnerving. 

Near the end of this session, one 
of the thugs struck me in the chest so 
hard and so repetitively that the beat- 
ing left a yellow-and-green splotch 
dead-center on my sternum. 

He was >berated< by the cell boss, 
because he’d left a mark on me — 
which was a no-no. 


The Ukrainians robbed him of nearly 
$100,000 between bail money he would 
never see again and his computer equip- 
ment and other belongings. They also re- 
fused to let him see his young children. 
In his video from the border on July 
31, Lira said the war horrified him. The 


point of his video commentaries for 
which he was prosecuted, he said, was 
that Ukraine could not win the war and 
that the mass destruction was detrimen- 
tal to the nation and its people. He was 
not, as some claimed, a Russian agent or 
propagandist. 

“They investigated me because they 
thought I was some sort of Russian agent. 
Of course, I’m not a Russian agent,” he 
said: 


I’m just a regular guy, living in 
Ukraine, who saw what was happen- 
ing, was horrified by this war, and 
thought that the only solution was 
peace because it’s inevitable... 

Perhaps I didn’t emphasize this 
enough in my videos, but the purpose 
... was to point out how horrifying 
the war was, how detrimental to the 
Ukraine people and the Ukraine na- 
tion it was, and that the only solution 
was to find a peace settlement of 
some sort, of any sort, to prevent the 
complete destruction of the Ukraine 
nation and Ukraine people. Well, that 
happened. 

About a third of the population ... 
has left the country, 20 percent of it 
is controlled and will be annexed by 
the Russians, and there’s no doubt in 
my mind that they intend to capture 
much more territory ... probably up 
the Dnieper River and take every- 
thing east of it.... And Ukraine will 
be broken. It’s inevitable at this point, 
unfortunately. 
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In his video from the border on July 31, Lira said the war 
horrified him. The point of his video commentaries for 
which he was prosecuted, he said, was that Ukraine 
could not win the war and that the mass destruction was 
detrimental to the nation and its people. 


The Helsinki Times called his arrest an at- 
tack on free speech. 

“While it is true that Lira has criti- 
cised the Zelensky regime and the eight- 
year-long shelling of Donbas residents 
by Kyiv, he has not participated in any 
activities other than exercising his right 
to free speech as a citizen and respect- 
ed journalist,” the newspaper opined. 
“Whether or not we agree with Lira’s 
opinions, freedom of speech must not 
be restricted, especially during times of 
conflict. These are the values we claim 
to be defending.” 


Double Pneumonia 
No matter. Lira had to go, and once back 
in prison after his arrest at the border, he 
was doomed. 

At his Grayzone blog, Alex Rubinstein 


revealed that U.S. officials did nothing to 
help Lira as the U.S.-backed regime pur- 
posely neglected his worsening medical 
condition and committed what amounts 
to murder. 

“A note written by Lira and provided 
by his father to The Grayzone indicates 
his death came after a nearly three-month 
battle with pneumonia, a condition which 
was apparently ignored by his Ukrainian 
jailers until just weeks before his death,” 
Rubinstein reported: 


Lira’s death was revealed by his 
father, Gonzalo Lira, Sr., who had 
spent weeks pleading with the Amer- 
ican embassy to intervene in his son’s 
medical emergency. 

Emails reviewed by The Grayzone 
show that after learning of his son’s 


Turning a blind eye: The Biden administration did nothing to stop the corrupt Zelensky regime 


from murdering American commentator Gonzalo Lira by medical neglect. 
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illness, the senior Lira urged the em- 
bassy to intervene on January 3. In 
a message to US officials, he noted 
that Ukrainian authorities appeared 
to make an effort to conceal infor- 
mation about Lira Jr.’s health from 
his family and legal representatives. 
“The medical warden in the pre-trial 
jail in Kharkiv is not giving informa- 
tion as to the state of his health,” he 
wrote, concluding: “It has been 12 
days since I knew his state.” 


Lira’s attorney revealed Lira’s hand-writ- 
ten note in which he described his failing 
health: 


I have had double pneumonia (both 
lungs) as well as pneumothorax and 
a very severe case of edema (swell- 
ing of the body). All this started in 
mid-October, but was ignored by 
the prison. They only admitted I had 
pneumonia at a Dec. 22 hearing. I 
am about to have a procedure to re- 
duce the edema pressure in my lungs, 
which is causing me extreme short- 
ness of breath, to the point of passing 
out after minimal activity, or even 
just talking for 2 minutes. 


Lira’s father told Tucker Carlson that 
Ukraine’s Secret Service arrested Gonzalo 
shortly after he predicted that Democrats 
would jettison Biden in 2024 and replace 
him with Kamala Harris. 

Despite his father’s repeated requests 
for help, the State Department, again, did 
nothing. Apparently, $75 billion of free 
money provides no leverage over the cor- 
rupt former actor. 

“The responsibility of this tragedy is 
[with] the dictator Zelensky with the con- 
currence of a senile American President, 
Joe Biden,” Lira’s father wrote, adding, 
“My pain is unbearable. The world must 
know what is going on in Ukraine with 
that inhuman dictator Zelensky.” 

In December, dressed as usual like a 
bum, the “inhuman dictator” showed up 
in Washington, tin cup in hand, to beg for 
more money. 

Amonth before, Zelensky had canceled 
elections scheduled for March. But the tax 
money he has received from the United 
States, which is $34 trillion and counting 
in debt, is supporting “democracy.” 
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THE MARCH FOR LIFE 
MARCHES ON 


by Rebecca Terrell 


| inda Padfield, South Dakota, age 28. 
Mary Pena, California, age 43. 
Deanna Bell, Illinois, age 13. 

These are only three of the countless women killed by legal 
abortion in the United States since 1973. They were among those 
commemorated by Frank Pavone, head of Priests for Life, at a 
morning “prayer protest” outside the national headquarters of 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America in Washington, D.C., 
on January 19. 

These are women who went “into Planned Parenthood for 
abortions but never came out,” lamented John-Henry Westen, 
co-founder and editor-in-chief of LifeSiteNews. He was cover- 
ing the protest, an annual prequel to the March for Life rally, now 
in its 51st year. 

“They’ve died,” Westen continued. “This list of young ladies 
goes on and on and on.” It’s a catalog compiled by the non- 
profit Life Dynamics from sources such as news articles, 
coroner’s reports, and court records. The complete data are 
not available from Planned Parenthood, which does not re- 
port such information. 

Pavone led hundreds of people from diverse religious 
backgrounds in prayer that neither women nor their unborn 
children will continue to fall victim to the hellish crime of 
abortion. 

It was a sentiment in keeping with the theme of this 
year’s March for Life: “With Every Woman, for Every 
Child.” 

Their prayer concluded, Pavone’s audience traveled 
south to the National Mall to join tens of thousands of peo- 
ple who had traveled from every state and several foreign 
countries to brave a bitter-cold winter storm that hit the 
city that day. 

January’s fierce weather has never been much of a deter- 
rent for the pro-life crusade’s fearless adherents. The March 


Rebecca Terrell is a senior editor of The New American. 
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for Life website explains that the event began as a lobbying 
movement by those who wanted Congress “to find a legislative 
solution to the Supreme Court’s” Roe v. Wade decision, which 
it calls brazen “judicial activism.” That case, handed down on 
January 22, 1973, purportedly made abortion legal in the United 
States. 

Exactly one year later, defenders of both women and pre-born 
children, led by March for Life founder Nellie Gray, rallied in the 
nation’s capital to speak for abortion’s innocent victims. “Soon 
after realizing congressional protection of the unborn was not on 
the horizon,” Gray decided “to hold a March for Life every year” 
until Roe v. Wade was overturned. 

Known as the “Joan of Arc of the pro-life movement,” Gray 
would not live to see that happy day, passing in 2012 at the age 
of 88, one decade prior to the Supreme Court decision in Dobbs 
v. Jackson Womens Health Organization. The case was decided 
on June 24, 2022. 
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Now that their goal is met, 
why does the March continue? 

“Even with the wonderful 
blessing of Roe v. Wade being 
overturned, which allows more 
freedom at the state level to enact 
pro-life laws,” reads the group’s 
website, “the necessary work 
to build a culture of life in the 
United States of America is not 
finished.” 

Indeed, the demise of Roe 
hardly portends an end to abor- 
tion. Though states are now free 
to protect life at conception, only 
10 do so: Alabama, Arkansas, 
Kentucky, Louisiana, Missouri, 
Oklahoma, South Dakota, Ten- : 
nessee, Texas, and Wisconsin. ia | 
Five others (Idaho, Indiana, Mis- 
sissippi, North Dakota, and West Virginia) make exceptions for 
rape and incest, as if those crimes are a child’s fault. Seven states 
are prevented from banning abortion due to court injunctions 
while litigation filed against their pro-life statutes plays out. 

The remaining 28 states allow infanticide, some enacting 
heartbeat bills or restricting abortion only after a certain gesta- 
tional age. California and Michigan have enacted the most egre- 
gious measures, enshrining the so-called right to abortion in their 
state constitutions. Not only do these laws allow the slaughter of 
innocents until the moment of birth, they also negatively impact 
matters such as parental consent, paternal rights, and conscience 
protections for healthcare workers. They could also pose a boon 
to sex traffickers. 

Therefore, the March for Life organization vows to grow a 
“strong state march for life initiative,” which so far includes 14 
states with various events planned throughout 2024. “By march- 
ing in state capitals across the country, we show our local leaders 
that we the people want protective, life-affirming laws for both 
the unborn and their mothers,” reads the March for Life website. 

It’s an important message, even in pro-life states, for, thanks to 
President Joe Biden’s unconstitutional 2022 “Executive Order on 
Protecting Access to Reproductive Healthcare Services,” the U.S. 
Department of Health and Human Services has expanded access 
to medication abortion. (Prior to that executive order, medication 
abortions already accounted for more than half of legal abortions 
in this country, according to the Guttmacher Institute.) 

Women can order abortion pills through the mail and self-ad- 
minister without the necessary safeguard of physician oversight. 
Even in states where abortion pills are banned, unscrupulous, 
profit-driven companies “will mail abortion medications to an 
individual without requiring a clinician visit,” or will provide 


U.S. House Speaker 
Mike Johnson 
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} _telehealth consultations prior 
_ to delivery, according to the 
Kaiser Family Foundation. 
The results are disastrous. 
Even though mifepristone and 
misoprostol, the abortion pills, 
enjoy U.S. Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration (FDA) approval, 
both drugs bear a black box 
warning, the strongest regula- 
tory measure short of pulling 
a drug from the market. Not 
surprisingly, research has re- 
peatedly found an alarming 
number of deaths in “other- 
wise healthy women” who use 
these drugs, as reported in the 
Annals of Pharmacotherapy. 
High rates of hospitalization, 
blood transfusion, and infec- 
tion also afflict women who unknowingly gamble with these dan- 
gerous meds. Moreover, researchers consistently criticize the FDA’s 
adverse-event reporting system as inadequate, and the agency has 
never established a fetal registry to track birth defects in survivors. 

However, medication abortion is just one reason pro-lifers 
continue marching at both national and state events. They are 
also working to protect the Hyde Amendment, a federal measure 
passed by Congress in 1977 that limits government funding of 
abortion in annual appropriations bills. 

Unfortunately, the pro-death lobby has succeeded in chipping 
away at the amendment’s restrictions through the years. For ex- 
ample, in 1994, President Bill Clinton pushed through use of 
Medicare funds for abortion in cases of rape and incest. Efforts 
have failed since then to uphold the amendment’s original intent, 
and the Democratic Party unabashedly calls for its repeal. 

Of course, the unadulterated Hyde Amendment merely “limits” 
tax dollars used to pay for abortion. Furthermore, despite pro- 
paganda to the contrary, “abortions are further funded through 
Title X. The latter is supposed to fund contraception access for 
low-income women,” notes Catholic World Report, “but many 
abortifacients are considered contraceptives under federal law.” 

These are just a few of the many issues that must be overcome 
in order for the United States to return to its pro-life roots. Until 
the 1960s every state in the union prohibited abortion, and pro- 
life marchers pray for that to become reality once again. 

“The goal of the national March for Life is to not only 
change laws at the state and federal level,” asserts the group, 
“but to change the culture to ultimately make abortion unthink- 
able.” March for Life organizers vow to rally every January 
on Capitol Hill “until a culture of life is restored in the United 
States of America.” 
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Community Comes to Aid 


of Caring Business Owners 


Husband and wife Edgar Rico and Sara 
Mardanbigi are the proud owners of the 
Austin, Texas, restaurant Nixta Taque- 
ria, the pilot location for the area’s first 
“community fridge.” Edgar and Sara reg- 
ularly replenished the fridge with fresh 
meals and “hydration packs” during heat- 
waves, and garnered a reputation for their 
generosity. When the community learned 
that the restaurant’s power was discon- 
nected due to an electricity-use issue, 
they stepped in to help. 

When Edgar and Sara were forced to 
shut down operations in August 2023, they 
worried they could not help people in the 
community who had come to rely on them. 
They had managed to stay afloat when 
Covid struck just five months after they 
opened, and had continued to keep the 
community fridge stocked. One year after 
that, the Texas freeze shut down power at 
Nixta for two weeks, but the couple con- 
tinued to feed thousands of people using 
propane tanks to power their store. 

Edgar and Sara knew the electrical issue 
in August was going to take months to cor- 
rect and cost money they simply did not 
have, so they decided to create a GoFund- 
Me page with an $80,000 goal. 

“On August 16th, our electricity was 
abruptly disconnected from the majority 
of our building due to higher-than-usual 
amp usage (no surprise, considering 
we’ve had the hottest summer on record 
and every business is running way more 
power). We were told it was going to be an 
easy-ish fix, but it has now escalated to a 
place we could have never imagined,” the 
couple explained on the fundraising page. 

“The City of Austin is now requiring 
us to immediately halt the majority of 
our operations and do a full site plan be- 
fore resuming operations. What is gener- 
ally a 24-hour repair that would have cost 
around $10k has now ballooned to a 3-6 
month project that will require upwards of 
$100,000, the displacement of our team, 
and a shell of what our restaurant opera- 
tions are,” they opined on the page. “An 
AC unit was installed in 2018 before we 
took over the lease, and that’s what trig- 
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gered the discussion of re-permitting. This 
is classic bureaucracy and red-tape. We’re 
still reeling.” 

Within just two days of creating the 
page, they surpassed their goal. By 
late January, they had raised more than 
$114,000. 

According to the GoFundMe page, the 
funds were used to keep the employees on 
the payroll and to pay permit expenses, 
structural engineering expenses, mechani- 
cal and electrical expenses, architect ex- 
penses, and other costs. 

Donors left kind messages for the cou- 
ple, thanking them for their generosity in 
their community. 

“Yall fed us when we were frozen,” 
donor Dan Reade wrote on GoFundMe. 
“You figured out how to make curbside 
happen when people were sick. You feed 
the community with the fridge and pantry. 
You lift other area chefs up and help grow 
other businesses along the way. It’s the 
least that we could do when ya’ll already 
do so much. Thank you!” 

Another donor wrote, “In addition to 
the extraordinary and creative cooking 
you provide every day as a gift to ATX, 
ya’ll were here for all of us throughout the 
pandemic. This is the least we can do in 
return.” 

Nixta Taqueria is back up and running 
with limited capacity as the restaurant 
continues to undergo construction, and 
Edgar and Sara report that they were able 
to continue to pay their workers through- 
out the ordeal. 

“You see yourself in the community, 
when you see them show up back for you,” 
Nixta Taqueria assistant general manager 
Michael Gonzalez told CBS Austin. 

Sara told GoFundMe, “It’s the best feel- 
ing in the world when you can tell people 
have your back.” 


The Rescue Mafia 


When a winter storm hit Monmouth and 
Independence in Oregon in the middle of 
January, Caleb Cradit came to the aid of 
strangers stranded by the snow. 

Cradit had headed out to a grocery store 
in his four-wheel-drive GMC Sierra on 
January 13 to pick up a few items when 


he noticed three cars stuck in the snow and 
ice. He stopped to help before returning 
home. Once home, he realized that there 
were likely many others in need of assis- 
tance, so he posted on social media that he 
was available to help. 

“T had so many replies within a half 
hour that I couldn’t keep up with all of 
them,” he told the Statesman Journal. 

Cradit knew he could not help all of 
those people alone, so he recruited oth- 
ers with four-wheel-drive vehicles in the 
area, and The Rescue Mafia — comprised 
of Cradit, RJ Lewis, Brittany Radley, Wes- 
ley Peterson, Cody Smith, Andrew Harris, 
and Tristan Barger — was formed. 

“Tt’s nice to meet people who are like- 
minded like you and friends come out of 
nowhere sometimes,” Peterson said. 

Over the course of the next few days, 
The Rescue Mafia helped approximately 
300 people who needed rides to work, gro- 
ceries, and help with cars that were stuck 
in the snow. 

Peterson recalled helping one man car- 
rying a 50-pound bag of dog food home in 
the snow by giving him a ride. Lewis re- 
called purchasing and delivering groceries 
for a woman and her son who were stuck 
at home. Barger said he used his Chevrolet 
pickup and a tow rope to tip a car back on 
its wheels after it rolled over on a back 
road. 

Cradit said The Rescue Mafia did not 
ask for money in return for their good 
deeds, except to cover gas when a ride 
was needed outside of the Monmouth/ 
Independence area. Some people chose 
to send them money, while others repaid 
their kindness with baked goods. 

“The amount of support we got on 
there, it helped phenomenally to help with 
some of the fuel out of our pocket to do 
this,” he said. 

Members of The Rescue Mafia did not 
know one another before they met up for 
the first time on January 18. After seeing 
so much need in their community, they 
have no intention of stopping. 

“We’ve got the police department wav- 
ing at us driving down the street,” Cradit 
said. “This has turned into something way 
bigger than I could have imagined.” Mf 

— Raven Clabough 
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MISQUOTING PEOPLE, 
CHANGING HISTORY 


Prominent people are often misquoted in an attempt to discredit them. 
Sometimes, such misquotes have led to a false Understanding of history. 


Misquoted: John Adams is often quoted as saying he believed the world 
would be better off without religion, but he wrote a letter to Thomas 
Jefferson in which he credited religion with improving life on earth. 


by Steve Byas 


uoting a famous person, the Bible, or even a movie is a 
common tactic to make a point or win an argument. But 
sometimes the quotations can be taken out of context, 
mis-attributed, or in some cases just made up. 
As the joke goes, Thomas Jefferson once warned us to be care- 
ful of quotations found on Facebook or Twitter. 
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Of course, some — probably most — of those who quote a 
famous person inaccurately or falsely are simply repeating what 
they have heard. Even honest scholars can fall for the misquote. 
But others knowingly misquote, or take a quote out of its proper 
context, to score a political point. 

In other words, they lie. 

For the sake of historical accuracy, we should strive to quote 
historical individuals — as well as persons living today — cor- 
rectly, because not doing so leads to many questionable quota- 
tions, some of which we review in this article. 

Although “quotation” is a noun and “quote” is a verb, the 
shorter “quote” is often used popularly, and that is the word I 
shall use. 

Politics and religion are two of the biggest topics about which 
we often see questionable quotes. For example, atheists like to 
cite any supposed anti-Christian quote they can find from one 
of the Founding Fathers. A favorite of the atheist crowd is their 
quoting John Adams as saying, “This would be the best of all 
possible worlds if there were no religion in it.” 

Actually, in a letter to Thomas Jefferson in 1817, Adams de- 
spaired of religious arguments he had listened to by making the 
attributed statement, but then added, “Without religion, this world 
would be something not fit to be mentioned in public company 
— IJ mean Hell.” In other words, he made the statement in order 
to refute a world devoid of religion, not to support such a world. 

George Washington is often referred to as a deist — a person 
who believes in a Creator God who does not intervene in human 
affairs. In other words, a deist would be a person who rejects 
the fundamentals of the Christian faith, because the Incarnation 
of Jesus Christ is a very great intervention in the world. One of 
the favorite quotes offered as proof of this is from the treaty the 
Washington administration concluded with the Muslim nation of 
Tripoli in 1796: “The government of the United States is not in 
any sense founded on the Christian religion.” But all the treaty 
was saying was that the United States had no official state reli- 
gion, and therefore it was not going to go to war against any other 
nation on religious grounds. 

Enemies of the Christian faith misuse this statement to make 
it appear that Washington was denouncing the Christian culture 
of his own country. On the contrary, Washington made multiple 
public statements over the course of his life indicating that he 
was a Christian, not a deist. One example was his assertion that 
God had intervened to secure American independence from the 
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Man of faith: George Washington is often labeled a deist — a person who does not believe God 


intervenes in human affairs — but the reality is that Washington credited the Lord with saving 


America during the War for Independence. 


British Empire. “I am sure there never was 
a people who had more reason to acknowl- 
edge a divine interposition in their affairs, 
than those in the United States.” He even 
had a Bible verse placed on his tomb that 
celebrated the hope of the resurrection of 
Christian believers. 

Christians have likewise fallen for 
false quotes that seem to advance their 
worldview, such as those supporting the 
falsehood that evolutionist icon Charles 
Darwin converted to Christianity on his 
deathbed, expressing regret that he had 
“expressed my theory of evolution as I 
have done.” But, alas, there is no record 
that he ever said any such thing. 


De Tocqueville and Burke 
Among the most famous quotes support- 
ing the benefits of Christianity is a state- 
ment attributed to Alexis de Tocqueville. 
This young Frenchman came to America 
in the 1830s to get a closer look at the 
young American nation, which was fas- 
cinating to Europeans. After spending 
several months in the United States, he 
wrote a book on his observations entitled 
Democracy in America. 

De Tocqueville is often quoted as say- 
ing that he looked all over for the source 
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of America’s success, including the halls 
of Congress, the vast farmland, and the 
growing factories. According to the oft- 
cited quote, he finally concluded that the 
answer was to be found in its churches: 
The secret to America was its “goodness,” 
and “as long as America remains good, she 
shall remain great. When she ceases to be 
good, she shall cease to be great.” 

Unfortunately, although this quote no 
doubt expresses a great truth, it is not 
found in any of the 700 pages of de Toc- 
queville’s book. However, it should be 
added that it does express his opinion that 
Christianity was a profound positive in- 
fluence over American society and public 
affairs. 

He wrote, “There is no country in the 
world where the Christian religion retains 
a greater influence over the souls of man 
than in America; and there can be no great- 
er proof of its utility and its conformity to 
human nature than its influence is pow- 
erfully felt over the most enlightened and 
free nation of the earth.” 

To illustrate his contention, he com- 
pared the American Revolution with the 
French Revolution, noting how the French 
Revolution had done so much damage to 
French society. He asserted that hatred 
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of Christianity was a main cause of the 
French Revolution, which was “profound- 
ly anti-religious.” 

De Tocqueville was struck by the “reli- 
gious atmosphere” of America. “In France 
I had seen the spirit of religion moving in 
the opposite direction to that of freedom. 
In America, I found them intimately linked 
together in a joint reign over the same 
land.” He noted that because of the influ- 
ence of Christianity on American society, 
few laws were needed to restrain human 
vices, whereas in his country, with less 
Christian influence, laws against such 
things did little good. 

His assertion was that religion (by 
which de Tocqueville meant the Christian 
religion) “should be considered the first” 
of America’s “political institutions.” 

Again, while the famous quotation at- 
tributed to de Tocqueville is inaccurate 
and should not be used, it does express his 
line of thinking. 

“The only thing necessary for evil to 
triumph, is for good men to do nothing” 
is a famous quote attributed to the noted 
English statesman Edmund Burke. Like 
the de Tocqueville quote, this is more a 
paraphrase of something that Burke said 
ina speech he gave in Parliament in 1770: 
“When bad men combine, the good must 
associate; else they will fall, one by one, 
an unpitied sacrifice in a contemptible 
struggle.” 


Misquoting Scripture 

The book that was most found in Ameri- 
can homes in the early years of the Re- 
public was the Bible, and as such, it was 
regularly quoted. People of that day were 
able to grasp allusions to biblical passages 
because it was so widely read among the 
population. 

Unfortunately, as English playwright 
William Shakespeare said, the devil can 
quote Scripture for his own purposes, and 
the Bible is often misquoted to score points 
in a debate. Some of these misquotes have 
little negative impact on society, such as 
“cleanliness is next to godliness” — which 
is not found in the Bible, but was an as- 
sertion by John Wesley, the founder of 
Methodism. 

Other misrepresentations of Bible pas- 
sages can perpetuate false ideals. “God 
helps those who help themselves” is a 
false quotation, for example. Actually, the 
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Scriptures are quite clear that human be- 
ings need God’s help in many things, most 
importantly salvation. 

Another misquote from Scripture is 
the distortion that “money is the root of 
all evil.” Actually, the citation, found in 
Paul’s first letter to Timothy, is, “For the 
love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, 
and some by longing for it have wandered 
away from the faith and pierced them- 
selves with many griefs.” (1 Timothy 6:10, 
New American Standard Bible.) 

Unfortunately, the distortion is often 
used to question the merits of free-market 
capitalism with its profit motive. 

Many people who misquote the Bible 
no doubt do so sincerely. Likewise, popu- 
lar culture is awash in quotes that are not 
malicious, but are nevertheless inaccurate. 
Sherlock Holmes, for example, never said, 
“Elementary, my dear Watson” in the sto- 
ries by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle; Hum- 
phrey Bogart never said, “Play it again, 
Sam,” in the iconic movie Casablanca; 
and Darth Vader never said, 
“Luke, I am your father” in The 
Empire Strikes Back. (What Bo- 
gart’s character, Rick, said to the 
piano player was, “You played it 
for her, you can play it for me,” 
and Vader said, “No, I am your 
father.”’) 

Not surprisingly, unlike these 
rather harmless movie and litera- 
ture misquotes, false quotes used 
in political discourse can have 
very serious adverse effects. 


Lie: “Let Them Eat Cake” 
Among the most viciously un- 
true quotes is that attributed to 
the French Queen Marie Antoi- 
nette during the bloody French 
Revolution. Supposedly, when 
informed that the peasants “had 
no bread” and that they were 
starving, the queen callously 
responded, “Then let them eat 
cake.” (“Cake” refers to an en- 
riched bread considered a luxury 
food, favored by the aristocracy.) 
This is all most people today 
know about the Austrian-born 
wife of Louis XVI, and it is bla- 
tantly untrue. In fact, it stands al- 
most directly opposite of anything 
she ever did say. As historian 
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Unfortunately, as English playwright William Shakespeare 
said, the devil can quote Scripture for his own purposes, 
and the Bible is often misquoted to score points in a 


debate. 


Nesta Webster wrote in The French Revo- 
lution: A Study in Democracy, all sorts of 
pamphlets were distributed in France by 
the enemy Prussian government and left- 
ist secret societies before and during the 
revolution, casting Marie Antoinette as a 
particularly immoral person. 

While characterized at the time (and 
today) as uncaring and callous to the 
sufferings of the poor of France, the real 
Marie Antoinette was much different. 
She actually lodged and fed 12 poor fam- 
ilies at her own expense. She founded the 
Society of Ladies of Maternal Charity. 
Another time she stopped her carriage 
for more than an hour to aid an injured 


Praising Christianity: Christians often cite Frenchman Alexis 

de Tocqueville with saying, “As long as America remains good, 
she shall remain great.” He never said those exact words, but he 
did credit America’s strong religious faith with allowing so much 
freedom for the citizenry. 


person, and waited until a surgeon was 
located. 

Writing in Marie Antoinette: The Jour- 
ney, historian Antonia Fraser directly chal- 
lenged the myth that the French queen had 
said, “Let them eat cake.” Fraser said that 
Marie “would have been far more likely 
to bestow her own cake impulsively upon 
the starving people.” Historian Jacques 
Barzun likewise challenged the myth, ex- 
plaining that “Let them eat cake” had been 
attributed to another aristocratic woman 
two generations earlier, and that may have 
also been a made-up quote. 

Hardly a harmless movie misquote, 
this popular misconception of the French 
queen as uncaring contributed 
greatly to her death on the guil- 
lotine, setting off the infamous 
Reign of Terror — and it continues 
to unfairly darken her reputation to 
the present day. 


Ruining Careers 

Other such fake quotes may not 
have led the victim to the guillo- 
tine, but may have decapitated po- 
litical careers. When Pat Buchanan 
was running for president in 1996, 
his political enemies dusted off 
one of his old syndicated columns 
and announced that the conser- 
vative stalwart had once written, 
“Hitler was a great man.” 

Actually, Buchanan had writ- 
ten a column warning that today 
we know of Hitler’s monstrous 
crimes, but before World War II, 
many Germans mistakenly thought 
Hitler was a great man. Buchanan 
certainly did not think that Hitler 
was a great man. Such distortions 
can hardly be accidental. 

Another politician whose ca- 
reer was hampered by a liberal 
press was Dan Quayle, who was 
vice president under George H.W. 
Bush. Bush dispatched Quayle on 
a mission to South America, which 
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led to reports that Quayle 
had said, “I was recently on 
a tour of Latin America, and 
the only regret I have is that 
I didn’t study Latin harder in 
school so I could converse 
with those people.” 

Of course, the people in 
the nations south of the Rio 
Grande do not speak Latin, but 
rather the popular languages 
that emerged from Latin, such 
as Spanish and Portuguese. 
Had Quayle actually said 
what was attributed to him, he 
would have been justly ridi- 
culed for his ignorance. 

But he never said any such 
thing. Representative Clau- 
dine Schneider of Rhode 
Island, a fellow Republican, 
was told by Quayle at a Re- 
publican event that he was 
impressed that she could 
speak French very well, 
whereupon Schneider told 
the Latin America story as a 
joke, adding at the end of the 
story that it was a joke. She 
never meant for it to be taken 
as fact — because it was not. -- = 

Nevertheless, media out- 
lets such as the Chicago Tri- 
bune, Newsweek, and Time 
reported that Quayle had ac- 
tually made such a silly statement. Despite 
its total concoction, this “joke” is now 
taken as truth by many Americans. 


Andrew Jackson 

and John Marshall 

The use of fake quotes is, of course, not 
new in American politics. President An- 
drew Jackson is often quoted as saying 
he would defy a Supreme Court decision 
involving the Cherokee Indians. He sup- 
posedly said, “John Marshall [the chief 
justice who wrote the decision known as 
Worcester v. Georgia] has made his de- 
cision. Now let him enforce it!” But he 
never said that. 

There was nothing in the decision for 
Jackson to enforce, as the ruling was not 
directed at him, but rather at the Georgia 
Superior Court. It directed that court to 
order the release of some Christian mis- 
sionaries, including Presbyterian minister 
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Samuel Worcester, who had refused to 
follow Georgia laws while on Indian land. 
The men were subsequently released. 
This quote is based on the popular but 
incorrect belief that Jackson hated Ameri- 
can Indians. He even allegedly said, “The 
only good Indian is a dead Indian.” (He 
did not say that; in fact, Jackson adopted 
two Native American children as his own.) 


Trump: “Very Fine 

People on Both Sides” 

Because racism and antisemitism are so 
generally reviled today, accusations in- 
volving misquotes about race are a com- 
mon weapon used in modern political 
warfare. This usually involves insinuat- 
ing that someone is sympathetic to the 
Ku Klux Klan, the National Socialists 
(Nazis), or skinheads, or that someone 
is guilty of the vague charge of “white 
supremacy.” 


Perhaps the most glaring 
example of this was the af- 
termath of the infamous 2017 
incident in Charlottesville, 
Virginia, in which President 
Donald Trump was unfairly 
cast as somehow favoring the 
KKK, Nazis, and white su- 
premacists. 

The genesis of the charge 
was when some peaceful pro- 
testers planned to oppose the 
removal of a statue honoring 
Confederate General Robert 
E. Lee. Unfortunately, some 
neo-Nazis and white suprem- 
acists took the opportunity to 
graft themselves into the pro- 
test. While the original pro- 
testers had obtained a permit 
for their event, the neo-Nazis 
had not. And neither had 
some radical leftist protest- 
ers, who also showed up at 
the event to protest the white 
supremacists. 

This led to a violent con- 
frontation in which a young 
woman, Heather Heyer — 
one of the individuals there 
protesting peacefully in favor 
of taking the Lee statue down 
— was killed by a white su- 
premacist who drove his car 
into a crowd. 

Trump responded to questions about the 
violent and deadly event, and his comment 
that there were “some very fine people on 
both sides” was quickly taken out of con- 
text and distorted to show that Trump sup- 
ported neo-Nazis. Of course, Trump was 
talking about the nonviolent protesters on 
both sides, not the violent protesters on 
both sides. He even explained, “and I’m 
not talking about the neo-Nazis and the 
white nationalists, because they should be 
condemned totally.” 

As Trump explained to the press, “You 
had a group on one side that was bad. And 
you had a group on the other side that was 
also very violent.... You had a group — 
you had a group on the other side that 
came charging in without a permit, and 
they were very, very violent.” 

He added, “I’ve condemned neo-Nazis. 
I’ve condemned many different groups, 
but not all of those people were neo-Nazis, 
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believe me. Not all of those people were 
white supremacists by any stretch. Those 
people were also there, because they 
wanted to protest the taking down of a 
statue.... So, this week, it’s Robert E. Lee, 
I noticed that Stonewall Jackson’s coming 
down. I wonder, is it George Washington 
next week? And is it Thomas Jefferson the 
week after? You know, you really do have 
to ask yourself, where does it stop?” 

Trump then noted that “some rough, 
bad people, neo-Nazis, white national- 
ists, whatever you want to call ’em” had 
crashed the event. “But you had a lot of 
people in that group that were there to in- 
nocently protest and very legally protest, 
because you know, I don’t know if you 
know, but they had a permit. The other 
group didn’t have a permit.” 

Despite the fact that Trump clearly was 
not calling the white supremacists and 
neo-Nazis “fine people,” that is how most 
of the media reported it. The Independent 
even ran a piece warning, “Emboldened by 
Trump, will they again resort to violence, 
attacking those who are different? Will we 
see an American Kristallnacht [when Jews 
in Germany saw homes and businesses de- 
stroyed by angry Nazi mobs]?” 

It is not surprising that those on the Left 
lie to advance their political agenda, but 
even some Republicans such as House 
Speaker Paul Ryan called Trump’s state- 
ments “moral ambiguity when we need 
extreme moral clarity.” 

Ryan could have read that Trump had 
said, “Racism is evil. And those who 
cause violence in its name are criminals 
and thugs, including the KKK, neo-Na- 
zis, white supremacists, and other hate 
groups that are repugnant to everything 
we hold dear as Americans.” How Ryan 
could call that statement “moral ambigu- 
ity” is incredible. 

Even CNN’s Jake Tapper, hardly a 
Trump apologist, said Trump had in fact 
condemned neo-Nazis at Charlottesville. 
FactCheck.org also concluded that Trump 
had condemned both white supremacy and 
neo-Nazis. In USA Today, James Robbins 
wrote that Trump’s “both sides” remarks 
were “miscast,” and “quickly became a 
tool to denounce the president and stoke 
racial division.” 

Despite this clear and convincing evi- 
dence that Trump did not praise the neo- 
Nazis or white supremacists in Charlottes- 
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Because racism and antisemitism are so generally 
reviled today, accusations involving misquotes 
about race are d common weapon used in modern 


political warfare. 


ville, Joe Biden used the false charge that 
he did so to launch his presidential cam- 
paign for 2020. And he holds to that asser- 
tion even today, despite the record being 
quite clear that his whole presidential bid 
was based on a lie. 

Many more examples of using fake 
quotes could be given, but suffice it to say 
that such use has happened in the past, is 
happening today, and no doubt will con- 
tinue to happen in the future. 

Those of us who favor our limited, 
constitutional government need to use 
every morally respectable resource to 
advance the cause of freedom. For ex- 
ample, we should draw attention to Joe 
Biden’s absurd statement that Franklin 
Roosevelt went on television and dis- 
cussed the stock market crash of 1929. 
First of all, TV was still a decade away 


from its commercial debut, and secondly, 
Roosevelt would not be discussing any- 
thing on TV or radio as president until 
he took office in 1933. The public should 
know that Biden makes stuff up. 

But our side should not manufacture 
quotes, or take quotes out of context. Not 
only do the ends not justify the means, 
but if we use a quote that is not correct, 
whether through ignorance or mendac- 
ity, we run the risk of being caught and 
actually hurting our cause. We need to 
call to account those who concoct quotes 
or use them out of context to take away 
our freedom, but not put out fake quotes 
ourselves. Even if Trump, Buchanan, 
or Quayle is not our favorite politician, 
Biden and others should not be allowed 
to push their left-wing agenda forward 
though falsehoods. 


former President Donald Trump. Those who continue to repeat the false narrative that Trump has 
defended KKK members and neo-Nazis are either ignorant or mendacious. 


35 


AP Images 


AL Allstate Plumbing Inc. 


FREE ESTIMATES - FAMILY OWNED 


Serving the greater San Francisco Bay Area since 1993 


metro 


| materials Be 
testing lab |- = 


edation 
my} lant 


Dovinnnutirc 2% 

LCV UVORDOVOACS SE 
Tunndlaatnyl, 
WARHOL OGY, 

a a | i 
fsouoval -rAt L 
Gene. aN; COSIWELLG, 

nA, CAAT DL 

AVI SCA LINOVE 


: DEHLI 
7 Lexington Ave. AAA LAALY 


Norwalk, CT 06854 
(651) 538-6472 


(203) 838-6978 
St. Paul, MN 
www.toothbuilder.com 


MetroMaterialsTesting.com 


“.. the right of the people to keep and bear Arms, shall not be infringed.” 
mm eo EEE 


Tennessee Seeks to 
Protect Gun Rights 


The Jennessee Star posted on January 16 
about two state legislators who are tak- 
ing action to prevent anti-gun financial 
institutions from intruding on the Second 
Amendment. 

This column previously reported about 
how companies such as American Ex- 
press, Mastercard, and Visa announced 
plans to introduce a new merchant cat- 
egory code for the express purpose of 
tracking the purchases of firearms and 
ammunition. 

Pro-Second Amendment advocacy 
groups were outraged and warned that the 
data would be used for state surveillance 
of perfectly legal activity. The credit card 
companies ended up abandoning their plan 
due to the backlash and the actions by mul- 
tiple state legislatures to pass laws banning 
such tracking activity. Now Tennessee will 
be joining Mississippi, Oklahoma, Texas, 
Florida, West Virginia, Idaho, North Da- 
kota, and Montana with legislation of their 
own. State Representative Todd Warner 
and State Senator Joey Hensley have in- 
troduced legislation in their respective 
chambers to “prohibit banks, credit card 
companies and other financial institutions 
from tracking purchases of firearms.” The 
proposed legislation specifically prohibits 
“an unfair or deceptive trade practice ... 
[of any] financial institution to require a 
firearms retailer to use firearms-specific 
transaction codes.” 


Sheriff Says Gavin Newsom 
Is “Very Pro-criminal” 


California is now considered a deep blue 
state, and its governor might be the most 
high-profile Democrat in the country 
after Joe Biden, but not all of California’s 
elected leaders are hopelessly liberal, as 
Riverside County Sheriff Chad Bianco has 
demonstrated. 

Bianco was interviewed by Fox News 
Digital on January 12 about a recent U.S. 
Court of Appeals decision that blocked a 
concealed-carry ban instituted by Gov- 
ernor Gavin Newsom. Bianco told Fox 
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News Digital that he was grateful the court 
issued an injunction, and explained that “it 
was definitely a relief because having [the 
ban on concealed carry] go into effect and 
the potential of what was going to possibly 
happen to law-abiding residents was really 
unacceptable.” Bianco slammed Newsom 
for being “anti-gun ownership.” 

He further explained, “The fact about 
everything we’re doing taking away the 
gun rights and ownership and the [con- 
cealed-carry] aspect of the whole thing 
— where you can carry and where you 
can’t — it flies in the face of what they 
do with criminals.... They have a very 
pro-criminal stance in California, and 
they have for years, all of the laws. New- 
som’s goal is to close as many prisons as 
he can, to not prosecute and to not sen- 
tence anyone to state prison. They blame 
law enforcement. They blame society. So, 
there’s never a personal responsibility on 
someone’s criminal behavior. It’s always 
someone else’s fault.” 

It seems that with such a pro-criminal 
mindset among their state’s leadership, 
Californians might be left with no other 
choice than to carry a firearm for their own 
self-defense. 


Concealed Carry 
at the Post Office 


In other good news involving court rul- 
ings, The Hill reported on January 13 that 
the U.S. District Court for the Middle 
District of Florida held that a federal law 
prohibiting firearms in U.S. post offices is 
unconstitutional. 

The underlying case involved a U.S. 
Postal Service truck driver who was 
charged with illegal possession of a firearm 
in a federal building. “A blanket restriction 
on firearms possession in post offices is 
incongruent with the American tradition of 
firearms regulation,” the Trump-appointed 
judge wrote in her decision. The defendant 
in the case had a concealed-carry permit, 
but was arrested under a federal law first 
enacted in 1972. 

The attorney for the post office em- 
ployee explained in court filings that his 
client lawfully carried the gun “primar- 
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ily for self-defense while he’s on the job 
and driving on the roadways,” and “most 
of the time he leaves his fanny pack and 
concealed firearm inside his parked car off 
site and grabs it after he picks up his semi- 
truck for his daily route.... But from time 
to time, he carries his concealed firearm 
inside his fanny pack for extra protection 
on the short walk to work.” 

The judge clarified in her ruling that 
she was only addressing the federal law 
that prohibits firearm possession while on 
USPS grounds, not addressing whether the 
USPS could prohibit the carrying of a fire- 
arm as a condition of employment. 

Shortly after the ruling, the USPS did 
send a message to all its employees clari- 
fying that they are still not allowed to pos- 
sess a firearm while at work, so while they 
might not get arrested for carrying a fire- 
arm, they could still get fired for it. 


Be Careful When Buying 
on Facebook Marketplace 


25NewsNow.com reported on January 
17 out of Peoria, [linois, about a shoot- 
ing that occurred because of a Facebook 
Marketplace meeting. Two men came 
to inspect a vehicle that was for sale on 
Facebook Marketplace and were led by a 
man posing as a seller into a nearby alley, 
where they were ambushed by multiple 
armed assailants. Fortunately, one of the 
prospective buyers was also armed, and he 
opened fire on the would-be robbers. In 
the ensuing shootout, one of the suspects 
was mortally wounded. 

Detectives believe the shooting was 
justified self-defense. Peoria Police Chief 
Eric Echevarria took the opportunity to 
cite what happened as proof that anyone 
interested in buying something on Face- 
book Marketplace should take precautions 
for their safety. He advised people to con- 
duct these transactions in public places 
where criminals would be scared to com- 
mit a crime, such as the parking lot of a 
local police department. 

Echevarria didn’t state it, but this case 
shows that lawfully carrying a firearm for 
self-defense is a smart idea as well. 

— Patrick Krey 


37 


Bavarian 


ET ee Ot 


Dedicated to Serving God and Country 


Scan OR code with phone 
camera to see our video 


SS eee eee 


BavarianWaste.com 
12764 McCoy Fork Rd., Walton, KY 41094 ¢ (859) 485-4416 


Defeating 
Cultural Marxism 


by Steve Byas 


Unwoke: How to Defeat Cultural Marx- 
ism in America, by Ted Cruz, Washing- 
ton, D.C.: Regnery, 2023, 368 pages, 
hardcover. 


enator Ted Cruz’s well-researched 
S and well-written polemic against 

cultural Marxism — Unwoke: How 
to Defeat Cultural Marxism in America 
— can be outlined as 1) how American 
institutions became enforcers of evil or- 
thodoxy; 2) what cultural Marxists are 
doing to stir up hate for America’s histo- 
ry, Constitution, Bill of Rights, Founders, 
and fundamental liberties; and 3) specific 
steps patriotic Americans can take to de- 
feat cultural Marxism and retake Ameri- 
can institutions. 

Following the tumultuous 1960s, the 
New Left modified its strategy and began 
what has often been called the “long, slow 
march through the institutions.” Cruz ar- 
gues that much of the credit for this shift 
away from the overtly violent tactics of the 
1960s and toward slower cultural subver- 
sion goes to Italian communist Antonio 
Gramsci. In his collection of political es- 
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Hew. to Deteat Cultural 
Marxism in America 


says known as Prison Notebooks, Gramsci 
posited that Western societies were resis- 
tant to communist ideology because many 
of the institutions of society were not con- 
nected to government. This was particu- 
larly true in America. 

Because of this, he concluded, the best 
way to truly change society was not by 
violent revolution, but by infiltrating the 
institutions that made Western, particu- 
larly American, society unique. Although 
Cruz does not mention it, this effort to 


conquer by the pen rather than the sword 
had been around in the West since the days 
of the Fabian Socialist Society in Great 
Britain and the progressives in the United 
States — and even earlier, for that mat- 
ter. After Gramsci’s death, professors such 
as Herbert Marcuse adapted his ideas for 
implementation in the United States, and 
thus began the “long march” through the 
institutions. 

Cruz devotes a chapter to each of the 
institutions that Marxists have targeted, 
including the universities, K-12 educa- 
tion, the media, Big Tech, politics, the 
corporate world, entertainment, and sci- 
ence. He also notes the role that the Chi- 
nese Communist Party has played, and 
continues to play, in this steady march 
through America’s institutions, infecting 
them with Marxist ideology. 

The universities are, according to Cruz, 
“the Wuhan labs of the Woke virus.” This 
is the case even in red states. In Okla- 
homa, for example — a state in which a 
Democratic candidate for president hasn’t 
won a single county since 2000, and has 
won the state only once since 1948 — 
universities lean heavily to the left. At the 
University of Oklahoma a few years ago, I 
did some investigation and discovered that 
of 35 professors in the history department, 
none were registered Republicans. 

While universities were largely a prod- 
uct of Christianity in the Middle Ages and 
were founded in order to advance knowl- 
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edge through intellectual diversity, today 
any opinions that deviate in the least from 
a Marxist worldview are censored at an in- 
creasing number of institutions of higher 
learning. As Cruz notes, a small group of 
students can successfully cancel an event 
and silence a speaker if that speaker in any 
way challenges leftist dogma. 

Cruz concludes his chapter on univer- 
sities, as he does with the other chapters, 
by answering the question, “What can 
we do about it?” This is good, because I 
often read books by conservative authors 
who paint a bleak picture of the decline 
of liberty in the country, but then neglect 
to offer solutions. Cruz cites an instance 
in which law students who disrupted a 
talk by a conservative speaker at Stanford 
were required to undergo training on the 
concept of free speech, with sanctions for 
violations. 

Many believe that students “go woke” 
when they go off to the university, but the 
truth is that many are already captured by 
the Left in high school or even earlier, per- 
haps even in kindergarten and the primary 
grades. Cruz, whose father emigrated from 
Cuba, mentions Fidel Castro’s communist 
comrade Che Guevara, whom Cruz calls 
a serial murderer. According to Cruz, Che 
said that children were “malleable clay 
with which the new man, without any of 
the previous defects can be formed.” These 
defects, Che believed, included religion, 
traditional values, and belief in the family 
as the basic structural unit of society. 

This is not new, as both Karl Marx 
and his collaborator, Friedrich Engels, 
viewed the nuclear family as a major cor- 
rupting force in the society they hated. 
In The Communist Manifesto, they wrote 
that education of children “from the mo- 
ment they can get along without their 
mother’s care” should be handled by the 
government — not by parents. 

Cruz’ grandmother was a grade- 
school teacher in Cuba when Castro im- 
posed communism there. She told Cruz’ 
father that spies and soldiers were in- 
serted into her classroom. They told the 
children that God did not exist, and they 
should instead look to Fidel for guid- 
ance and benefits. They even told them 
to bow their heads and pray to Fidel, and 
ask for candy. While the children’s eyes 
were closed, Castro’s goons went around 
and placed candy on their desks, and 
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when they opened their eyes, they were 
told that Fidel had answered their prayers. 

Students who attend American univer- 
sities today to study primary and early- 
childhood education are trained to be 
“woke” soldiers when they take teaching 
jobs. An investigation by RealClearEdu- 
cation found that in public universities in 
Wisconsin, “virtually every primary or 
early-education major must take at least 
one course focused on how to implement 
equity, diversity, and culturally relevant 
pedagogy,” with one syllabus telling these 
prospective teachers to “view the class- 
room with reference to interlocking sys- 
tems of oppression, including race, class, 
and gender.” 

In short, teach little children to become 
Marxists. 

Cruz advises readers to “fight back at 
home [monitoring their children’s les- 
sons], fight back with other parents, fight 
back at school board meetings, fight back 
in our legislatures, and fight back in the 
public arena.” 


Not Just the Facts in 

Today’s Woke Newsrooms 

Another way that Marxist ideology is pro- 
moted is through the media. When I took 
journalism in high school, the instructor 
stressed to us that a reader of our news sto- 
ries should not be able to discern our po- 


litical opinions. Today, of course, reporters 
inject their left-wing bias overtly into their 
stories. Cruz cites a left-wing journalist 
who said that writing anything publicly 
that did not “align with the narrative [that 
Trump had colluded with Russia to steal 
the 2016 election] opened the reporter to 
“repercussions.” 

James Bennet, the editorial page editor 
of The New York Times, was fired for even 
acknowledging that a contrary view on 
that issue even existed. 

In fact, Washington Post editor Leonard 
Downie claimed that the very notion of ob- 
jectivity in news stories “was dictated over 
decades by male editors in predominantly 
White newsrooms.” In other words, if a re- 
porter strives for objectivity, that is racist. 

Among Cruz’ suggestions as to what 
to do about this situation are to ridicule 
the media when they say things such as 
“mostly peaceful protests” when property 
is burning behind them in their TV news- 
casts, and support alternative media. He 
also calls on conservative and libertarian 
individuals “with real resources” to invest 
seriously in starting new media outlets, ex- 
pand the reach of existing media outlets, 
and buy major branded corporate media. 

Most are familiar with one source of 
alternative media — Big Tech — that is 
already run by tycoons who lean left. 
With academia — from kindergarten 

through graduate school — entertain- 
ment, and the media largely in the 
hands of the Left, those of us who 
support traditional values and consti- 
tutional liberty already have an up- 
hill battle. Recently, the long march 
through the institutions has taken the 
corporate world as well. For example, 
Cruz writes about Citigroup no longer 
doing business with those who sell 
handguns and Bank of America no 
longer working with companies that 
manufacture certain weapons. 

He also notes that George Soros-sup- 
ported prosecutors are doing little about 
murderers, while going after the right of 
law-abiding American citizens to keep 
and bear arms. “They have effectively 
turned the Fortune 500 companies — 
many of which are staffed, and even 
led, by people with extreme left-wing 
views already — into personal political 
enforcers,” Cruz explains. 

One alarming development in this 


THE NEW AMERICAN # FEBRUARY 26, 2024 


area is the activism of the nation’s three 
largest investment firms — BlackRock, 
State Street, and Vanguard. They are ap- 
plying pressure on companies, both large 
and small, to become Woke Warriors. Larry 
Fink, the CEO of the largest of these three 
firms, BlackRock, wrote a letter in 2018 
to the CEOs of client companies pushing 
them to adopt a “new vision,” known as 
ESG (environmental, social, and corporate 
governance). “According to this method of 
investing and running companies,” Cruz 
explains, BlackRock would take into ac- 
count factors such as how the company 
treated the “transgender community,” or its 
stance on environmental issues. 

Fortunately, some of this corporate- 
pushed cultural Marxism has faced sig- 
nificant pushback, as in the case with Bud 
Light or Target, both of which have en- 
countered spontaneous boycotts. 

One criticism I would offer to Cruz’ 
book is that in his chapter about “entertain- 
ment,” he incorrectly refers to the “Hol- 
lywood blacklist” as “Senator Joe McCar- 
thy’s blacklist.” Actually, McCarthy had 
nothing to do with the Hollywood blacklist 
(in which suspected and actual communist 
actors, directors, and writers were not hired 
by Hollywood studios), as it was developed 
before McCarthy began making Soviet 
spies inside the U.S. government an issue 
in early 1950. But Cruz was correct in say- 
ing that a blacklist does exist today — only 
now that blacklist is for writers, actors, and 
producers who refuse to promote Marxism 
on the big screen. 


Grasping 
Knowledge, 
Pursuing Wisdom 


by William P. Hoar 


Knowing What We Know: The Transmis- 
sion of Knowledge From Ancient Wisdom 
to Modern Magic, by Simon Winchester, 
New York: Harper, 2023, 432 pages, hard- 
cover. 


his anecdote-filled volume is mul- 
tileveled. Its enjoyable, erudite 


foundation rests on historical and 
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modern events and developments from 
all corners of the world, delivered with 
panache. The author, Simon Winchester, 
with his considerable British journalism 
experience, has done this with numerous 
books, including two earlier ones that we 
particularly enjoyed — one about the de- 
velopment of the Oxford English Diction- 
ary (The Professor and the Madman) and 
Krakatoa, about the 1883 volcanic erup- 
tion in the Sunda Strait between Java and 
Sumatra. 

At the same time, the blueprint behind 
this book seeks to inform us of the differ- 
ences among the concepts of knowing, 
knowledge, and wisdom. We might say 
that knowledge leans on knowing facts, 
while wisdom is more about knowing the 
proper way to employ those facts. The 
author goes quite deeply into these mat- 
ters, using ancient philosophers and more 
recent lexicographers to buttress his con- 
tentions. 

Alert for fans of Sir Francis Bacon: Ina 
line that isn’t cited in the book, Bacon once 
observed, “Crafty men contemn studies, 
simple men admire them, and wise men 
use them.” And, since this book is noth- 
ing if not discursive, we will acknowl- 
edge that Winchester does cite Bacon a 
few times, including in a footnote with 
Bacon’s celebrated comment that civiliza- 
tion is underpinned with three great inven- 
tions — gunpowder, the compass, and the 


printing press — subjects recognized in 
Knowing What We Know: The Transmis- 
sion of Knowledge From Ancient Wisdom 
to Modern Magic. 

Here is what the author set up as his 
goal: “This book seeks to tell the story of 
how knowledge has been passed from its 
passel of sources into the equally vast va- 
riety of human minds, and how the means 
of its passage have evolved over the thou- 
sands of years of human existence.” 

He accomplishes that part quite well. 

The volume itself is handsome, with 
more than 50 illustrations. There are 
three-plus pages set aside for a glossary 
of potentially unfamiliar names, places, 
and ideas, as well as snippets of commen- 
tary; footnotes are utilized for tangents (as 
opposed to references to cited materials); 
and there is a list of the many books the 
author consulted, some being starred for 
our further reading. 

The author’s considerable research is 
evident. Indeed, in comments following 
the book’s main body, Winchester con- 
trasts the research for this book with that 
of his previous books, which included 
significant traveling. Because of the pan- 
demic, as he worked on Knowing What We 
Know, he spent almost all his time (other 
than a short trip to Britain in 2021) “read- 
ing, reading, and reading.” (There was 
some Zoom-type assistance.) Then there 
was the “writing, writing, and writing” in 
his study in western Massachusetts. 

In our view, where the author occasion- 
ally misses the mark is when he inserts, 
often off topic, slanted personal and po- 
litical takes (disparaging, say, Brexit, 
fundamentalist Christian beliefs, and 
Trumpism). When this occurs, it can be 
grating. Knowledge may be gained by 
taking things apart. Wisdom, on the other 
hand, is earned by putting things together. 
In that vein, we'll get back to his ques- 
tionable contention that unilateral nuclear 
disarmament would be the “right thing to 
do” and “a wise move.” 

Some people are wise; some are other- 
wise. 


Teaching Moments 

Good teachers explain; great teachers in- 
spire. In the first section of Winchester’s 
book (“Teach Your Children Well’), he of- 
fers selected examples of teaching around 
the globe. An inspiring one leads off: a 
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Bengali woman named Shukla Bose in 
the south central city of Bengaluru (long 
known as Bangalore) who has made it 
her mission to school the unschooled in 
the area’s sprawling slums, providing free 
education. This started in 2003, with three 
teachers, 11 pupils, and a part-time cook. 
(The effort — using English — has been 
boosted over time by volunteers and com- 
pany donations.) 

The project has flourished. The enthu- 
siasm involved is portrayed, as is the pro- 
ject’s growth. By 2021, we read, 


there were four schools and even a 
junior college, with a hitherto un- 
imaginable 1,600 students, ranging 
from five to eighteen. Slum children 
who previously had no measurable 
chance for even a halfway decent 
life were now earning scholarships to 
universities — particularly in Amer- 
ica, many of the graduates going off 
to Duke University in North Carolina 
— and were joining the professions. 


Also cited are the resultant research sci- 
entists and lawyers; others are 
working in libraries or as bak- 
ers or car mechanics. Yet other 
Indians are “opening businesses, 
becoming teachers themselves.” 
Then we take a jump back — 
there is always jumping, going 
hither and yon, in a Winchester 
book — to the presumably old- 
est schoolhouses in the world, 
in Mesopotamia (today’s Iraq). 
A photograph shows the 19th- 
century excavations at Nippur, 
where students’ clay tablets 
scribed with cuneiform texts 
were found. As the author puts 
it, although the routines in the 
Nippur Tablet House back in the 
day “unfolded almost four thou- 
sand years ago,” they “seem not 
too different from the routines 
still evident today in the world’s 
smallest village schools.” 
Inevitably, there’s a compari- 
son — in this case with today’s 
American schools, where the 
author claims “matters are infor- 
mal and kindly and persuasive.” 
On the other hand, in Babylonia, 
“children were instructed strictly * 
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and punctiliously, and according to writ- 
ten lore, there would be harsh physical 
punishments for miscreants, absentees, 
and the exasperatingly slow.” Whipping, 
writes Winchester, “is mentioned in some 
documents.” 

Our final example here refers to China’s 
extremely difficult, potentially life-chang- 
ing Gaokao (for its Higher Education En- 
trance Examination). What actually may 
be involved here is the inspiration of fear. 
(The author clearly has no truck with how 
such corresponding things are handled in 
this country.) Gaokao scores in themselves 
don’t specifically matter, because the test 
is, as Winchester observes, “brutally com- 
petitive,” and it is only 


the [top] 10 percent of the candidates 
who have any right at all to apply for 
one of the country’s so-called Tier 
One universities. The remaining 90 
percent are destined for lower-rank- 
ing colleges, and many employers are 
unwilling to accept applications from 
a graduate tainted by consignment to 
one of them. 


4 


Simon 
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Having previously described the examina- 
tion system during the Sui dynasty, the au- 
thor remarks that all the locals these days 
“can understand just why the term China’s 
Examination Hell is just as appropriate in 
the twenty-first century as it ever was back 
in the sixth.” 


The Sum of Human 

Knowledge — and More 

How we came to store and disseminate 
knowledge brings us to one of the strong- 
er sections of Knowing What We Know 
(called “Gathering the Harvest” in the 
book). 

Other sections are entitled “This Just 
In,” largely about printing (yes, includ- 
ing Gutenberg and his 290 hard-metal, 
reversed, carved letters, called punches — 
but, somehow, not taking advantage of the 
chance to relate the printing-origin maxim 
about “watching your ‘p’s’ and ‘q’s’”); 
“Annals of Manipulation,” citing exam- 
ples of what today is sometimes called 
“fake news” or “disinformation”; “Just 
Leave the Thinking to Us,” examining the 
positive and potentially negative influence 

of technological advances, spe- 
cifically concerned about what we 

: might be doing to our minds; and 
“The First and Wisest of Them 
All,” assorted snapshots of intel- 
lectuals and polymaths. 

Libraries play a big part in this 
book, as you might imagine, in- 
cluding the Great Alexandria Li- 
brary. After giving us a good bit 
of its import, Winchester leaps 
over an eon or so to dispense 
what might be news to some: 
“The electronic tabletop device 
created more than two thousand 
years later by Amazon company, 
which allowed someone speak- 
ing to it to call forth informa- 
tion on anything, at any time, 
was named Alexa in honor of the 
Great Library.” 

There may be an age divide 
when it comes to one of the note- 
worthy examples that Winchester 
offers about what might guarantee 
you a copy of the Sum of Human 
Knowledge, i.e., the Encyclopae- 
dia Britannica. Founded in 1768 
and boasting a marvelous history, 
it reached a sad demise when 
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(while an American-owned enterprise) its 
last copies were printed in 2010. Some of 
us who have been around the sun a goodly 
number of times may recall these volumes 
or even have some tucked away on dusty 
shelves. Younger whippersnappers may 
not be able to imagine how valued and 
universal they were. 

In Winchester’s book, there’s a copy of 
an advertising spiel from later years, when 
the company was affiliated with the then- 
popular Sears, Roebuck mail-order com- 
pany. The ad in question offers prospec- 
tive buyers in “this great age” to get what 
was being called “One Hundred and Sixty 
Miles of Words” and all their combined 
knowledge for as little as a dollar down. 

The American-owned version was a 
contemporary of salesmen who came 
door-to-door, as the author reminds us, 
“Sust like the Fuller Brush man” (another 
throwback), to sell you books 


for the good of your family, your 
children, and your life. At the height 
of its powers, Britannica employed 
some 2,300 salesmen in North Amer- 
ica, many of them selling the books 
on commission for all of their work- 
ing lives, driving across the Midwest 
to lonely farmhouses, persuading 
stay-at-home housewives that for the 
good of their children, what could be 
a finer thing than the gift of knowl- 
edge, and with a solid-oak bookcase 
to hold it all. 


And why not? After all, aren’t both oak 
and knowledge best when well-seasoned? 
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The author also delves, entertainingly, 
into the development of (among other ad- 
vances) hypertext, hyperlinks, the internet, 
and the World Wide Web. However, Win- 
chester does seem to go a bit loopy when 
he comes to Wikipedia — going around 
the bend by calling it “the ultimate reposi- 
tory of human thought,” being “the ne plus 
ultra of knowledge storage and then of its 
consequently electronically aided diffu- 
sion,” all made more potent by the “wis- 
dom of crowds.” Gracious, if this version 
of vehement Simon were to aim his next 
book at the Liberty Bell, he might go off 
half-cracked. 


Deception, Nuclear Disarmament 

The book’s telling examples of press 
(and government) manipulation do serve 
to bring attention to what might be un- 
familiar incidents and coverage. Perhaps 
we should be happy that most of those 
examples are a bit dated rather than fo- 
cused on current politics and current 
events. After all, what is past may well 
be prologue. 

The Zinoviev Letter incident goes back 
to 1924, when a Daily Mail front page es- 
sentially brought down the British govern- 
ment of socialist Prime Minister Ramsay 
MacDonald with its account of a supposed 
impending Soviet plot to turn the island 
nation into a Soviet state. The letter, as 
Winchester writes, “was a fake. It had not 
been written in Moscow. It had not been 
written by Mr. Zinoviev. It was a forgery, 
and it had quite probably been forged in 
London — by British intelligence.” 

Winchester does a first-rate job on the 
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Communist Chinese cover-up of the Ti- 
ananmen Square massacre in 1989. The 
world generally knows about it, but that’s 
not the official stance of Beijing to this 
day. Consider the well-known photo of a 
young man standing defiantly against a 
line of tanks. Even now, 


it cannot be seen. To display it is a 
crime. To possess it is forbidden. To 
publish it is a felony. To know it is 
a thought to be purged. And it is all 
these things because the Tiananmen 
Square incident never happened. 


Indeed, the author recalls the surprise of 
a Chinese student, years later and study- 
ing at a school in western Massachusetts, 
when he presented her with the facts. 

Facts were also manipulated in a U.S.- 
related episode before the Iraq war, in- 
volving how Kuwaiti babies were sup- 
posedly ripped out of incubators by 
Iraqis, being left to die on the floor. As we 
are reminded, that didn’t happen. And the 
woman who testified to it in Washington 
had been coached by the P.R. firm that 
had “filmed her testimony.” She was, it 
turned out, the daughter of the Kuwaiti 
ambassador to the United States. Yet, 
“seven hundred American television sta- 
tions had aired clips, and two of the three 
broadcast networks had covered the false 
story nationally.” 

For all of the history of deceit and men- 
dacity, when Winchester is wrapping up 
his volume after more than 360 pages, 
he introduces what is obviously a serious 
matter for him: the need to disarm — spe- 
cifically promoting “unilateral nuclear 
disarmament.” 

Winchester recognizes that what he is 
calling for is “unrealistic.” Nonetheless, 
the author maintains that “whoever first 
took the necessary step would be a wise 
leader indeed,” adding, “No American 
president in recent times, however, has 
displayed a tendency to such wisdom.” 

It isn’t that simple, Simon. Nor does it 
take a polymath to realize that Moscow 
and Beijing would welcome, hungrily, 
such a “wise” American leader. 

When considering the whole package, 
Knowing What We Know does supply, 
with deviations and detours, an engaging 
and thought-provoking ride. Do buckle up 
for the caveats. 
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i Globalism Can 
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2008 global economic cri- 

ses for the World Econom- 
ic Forum to offer its Global Re- 
design Initiative, a precursor to 
its Great Reset plan to remake 
human civilization. 

The Global Redesign Initia- 
tive called for greater coop- 
eration among governments, 
corporations, and other “stake- 
holders,” leading to further 
interdependence among coun- 
tries as “economic development and integration advance[d].” 

That’s globalism, which has been the goal of the post-WWII 
rules-based international world order. Such variables as econom- 
ic output, manufacturing capacity, and military strength help to 
determine a country’s place in world leadership. 

Since WWII, the United States has been the world leader fur- 
thering the internationalist agenda that’s also being pursued by a 
circle of influential entities — the WEF, the Council on Foreign 
Relations, the Club of Rome, the Bilderberger Group, the Euro- 
pean Union, NATO, and the United Nations and its specialized 
agencies, including the IMF, the World Bank Group, UNESCO, 
and the WHO. The goal is to build world government step by 
step, with the UN at the helm. 

The effects of globalism manifest themselves in many forms, 
including manufacturer offshoring, unstable supply chains, high- 
er taxes, higher prices, depressed wages, and much more govern- 
ment control. Yet, the most damaging effect of globalism is a loss 
of sovereignty. The more control government has, the less you 
have. And the more control international government gains, the 
less sovereignty individual countries have. 

The Founding Fathers gave us a limited government under the 
Constitution, with a series of checks and balances. 

President Trump echoed this idea in many of his speeches, 
including one before the UN General Assembly in 2018: “That is 
why America will always choose independence and cooperation 
over global governance, control, and domination.” 

One tool globalists use to implement their designs is mass mi- 
gration, which is an effective means to change a country from 
within. Millions of illegal aliens cannot be absorbed without se- 


| t didn’t take long after the 


44 


rious consequences, including a 
great increase in crime, disease, 
and the size of the welfare state. 
Eventually, the changed demo- 
graphics will bring large shifts 
in voting patterns reflective of 
the governments of the coun- 
tries the migrants came from. 

Texas Governor Greg Ab- 
bott and his fellow Texans are 
experiencing this firsthand. The 
waves of migrants streaming 
into Texas are part of an organ- 
ized invasion created by non- 
governmental organizations, 
lack of enforcement of federal 
immigration law, and federal policies inviting illegals. 

Recently, Governor Abbott demonstrated what a determined 
state can do. With the support of the electorate, the governor and 
state legislators made illegal immigration a state crime. Armed 
with this legal authority, and considering the fact that the federal 
government was not fulfilling its constitutional duty to repel an 
invasion, Texas began controlling its southern border, including 
laying out razor wire and installing floating barricades in the 
Rio Grande to deter illegal crossings. 

The federal government sued Texas and, unbelievably, the 
U.S. Supreme Court supported the Biden administration. How- 
ever, Texas is defying the ruling by preventing U.S. Border Pa- 
trol agents from removing the wire and other obstacles. It’s also 
bolstering its state military. More than two dozen states have 
pledged support for Texas. 

Texas’ actions offer hope in an otherwise depressing environ- 
ment in which an ignorant, compliant citizenry seems ready to 
obey the rule of dictators instead of the rule of law. 

The Founding Fathers understood human nature, and bound 
would-be tyrants from mischief with the chains of the Constitu- 
tion. Only an informed, educated electorate understands the prin- 
ciples of limited government, and they are able to pressure elected 
officials to ensure they are working within those limitations. 

While some act and speak as though stopping globalism is im- 
possible, this does not reflect reality. Such people merely get in 
the way of those who are actually doing something to fight back. 

You’re invited to join the leading organization that under- 
stands the problem and is doing something about it. Join The 
John Birch Society today. Start at JBS.org. Hl 
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AMERICAN » Rite Exceptionalism examines the things that make America exceptional, and also shows how it is under attack 
— and by whom. Only by educating people about our system of government and the wonderful country given us by 
our Founders will we be able to restore American Exceptionalism to its original extent. 

HB (2023, 132pp, 1-11/$14.99ea; 12-23/$12.99ea; 24-39/$10.99ea; 40+/$9.99ea) BKAEHB 

PB (2023, 132pp, 1-11/$9.99ea; 12-23/$7.99ea; 24-39/$5.99ea; 40+/$4.99ea) BKAEPB 

Book Set (2023, 132pp, 1/$22.99ea; 2+/$18.99ea) SETBKAE 


The Federalist & How to Read the Federalist — Book Set 
The Federalist is a powerful tool for educating others about the Constitution — and, ultimately, getting them to 
take action and defend it. How to Read the Federalist is a must-read introduction to The Federalist, but it also dem- 
onstrates the continuing relevance of the principles that guided the Founders in creating the Constitution to the 
modern challenges of the Deep State that we continue to face today. (2023, 454 pp + 72 pp) 

Paper back set (1/$37.99ea; 2+/$34.99ea) SETBKTFPB 

Hard back set (1/$64.99ea; 2+/$59.99) SETBKTFHB 


the Constitution, and to help introduce them to The John Birch Society. Have it available at planned chapter events, 
and distribute it via literature drops in your community. (2024, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 25-99/$0.50ea;100-+/$0.45ea) 
RPFIO124 


Freedom . 
a Freedom Index January 2024 — Reprint 
aa’) Use our second Freedom Index for the 118th Congress to inform others about how faithful their congressmen are to 


The Invisible Government — Book 

The Invisible Government discusses the Council on Foreign Relations, perhaps the most politically influential group in 
the nation, which was founded to bring Marxist socialism into this country. Written by author Dan Smoot in 1962, it 
explains how “Communists in government during World War II formulated major policies which the Truman admin- 
istration followed” and that “the policies continued, under Eisenhower, Kennedy, Johnson,’ controlled by the same 
group. (2020ed, pb, 291pp, 1-4/$9.95ea; 5-9/$8.00ea; 10-23/$6.50ea; 24-39/$5.95ea; 40-+/$4.95ea) BKTIG 


SUSTAINABLE Sustainable: The War 
on Free Enterprise, Private Property and Individuals —Book 


Sustainable: The War on Free Enterprise, Private Property and Individuals describes in detail the process being used 
at every level of government to reorganize our society under the excuse of environmental protection. (2018, 206pp, 
pb, 1/$19.95; 2-9/$18.95ea; 10+/$18.45ea) BKSWFE 


China: The Deep State’s Trojan Horse in America — Book 

In this new, second edition, author Arthur R. Thompson provides a startling wake-up call to Americans and 
provides critical information about the danger that China, supported by the Deep State, represents to the liberty 
and independence of the American people. (202led, 178pp, pb, 1-11/$7.95ea; 12-23/$5.95ea; 24-44/$3.95ea; 
45+/$2.95ea) BKCDSTHAN 


No Farmers, No Food — Reprint 


This reprint was adapted from the “No Farmers, No Food” articles that appeared in the September 12, 2022 issue of 
The New American. (2022, 12pp, 1-24/$0.60ea; 25-99/$0.50ea; 100+/$0.45ea) RPWOFAF 


NO FARNEERS 
The UN’s Agenda 2030: or 
Marxist Stealth Plan for World Government — Book Zit 


This book is an important exposé of what is really behind the environmental movement: power for an elite who ee 
mean to rule us, not to save the Earth. (2023ed, 120pp, pb, 1-11/$7.95ea; 12-23/$5.95ea; 24-79/$3.95ea; 80+/$2.95ea) ‘ 
BKUNA2030 wns 


Go to ShopJBS.org or call 1-800-342-6491 to order! = [240226 


ONYX On leg ance for 


your bath 
COLLECTION 


Showers & Lavatories 


The Onyx Collection manufactures 
showers and lavatories in Belvue, KS. 


We have over 4,500 active dealers 
throughout the United States that sell and 
install our products. 


Quality products, unique designs, our 
guarantee, and ease of installation have 
made us legends in this industry. 


Call us at: (800) 669-9867 


Kansas, USA 


105 Broadway St. Belvue, KS 66407 (phone) 800-669-9867 (fax) 800-393-6699 


www.onyxcollection.com 


